
                                                                                 
 

The Pastor’s Pen… 
 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” Thinking 
he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have put him and I will get him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to 
him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). 
 

John 20:15-16 
 
“Who are you looking for?” That’s a great 
question, especially for people of faith. If 
we’re honest, we often are looking for a 
savior, or god, who agrees with our own 
inclinations. But our Savior, our God, often 
does not fall into that category and instead 
challenges us to different understanding and 
growth. After all, God (the same God that 
created the universe) came to us as one of us 
to show us who God really is. In human form, 
he experienced emotions ranging from joy to 
rage, faced temptations of every kind against 
his mortal self, and suffered unspeakable 
betrayal and pain at the hands of his fellow 
humans. Because of this, he does understand 
us, better than we know. 
 
So, when asked the question “who are you 
looking for?” I try to answer as Thomas was 
finally able to articulate, “My Lord and my 
God!” I am looking for the God who made me 
and built into my very DNA abilities that I 
have yet fully to realize. I am looking for the 
God who gave everything so that I may know 
him. I am looking for the God who loves me 
where I am and yet challenges me to be so 
much more. I’m looking for the God who 
wants me to truly follow and see my own 
fellow humans with God’s own eyes. I’m still 
working on it. And I’d love for you to travel 
with me in that journey of discovery, faith, 
and transformation. 

“Who are you looking for?” The God of 
Resurrection, the God of Hope, the God of 
Love, the God of Easter! 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Pastor Brian 
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April 14th   Palm Sunday  
       Early Service 8:45 am 
       Worship Service 11:00 am 
April 18th   Maundy Thursday Service 7 pm 
April 19th  Good Friday  
April 21st   Community Easter Sunrise 
       Service 6:45 am in field  
       across from SHUMC  
  Community Easter Breakfast at 
       SHUMC 7:30 am 
  Early Service 8:45 am 
  Worship Service 11:00 am 
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Bishop Peter D. Weaver will 
serve as interim bishop of 

 Virginia Conference  
 
The Rev. Tom Berlin, co-chair of the 
Committee on Episcopacy, announced that 
Bishop Peter (Pete) D. Weaver began duties 
as interim bishop of the Virginia Conference 
on March 7, 2019.   

Peter D. Weaver 
was born into a 
parsonage family in 
Greenville, Pa.  
Following education 
at W. Va. Wesleyan 
(BA), Drew 
University (M.Div.) 
and Boston 
University (Th.D.) 
he served United 

Methodist 
churches in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. for 
25 years focusing 

on making disciples through ministries with 
youth, young adults, older adults, the 
homeless, industrial workers and executives 
and with weekly radio broadcasts.  
 
He was a founder of “Bethlehem Haven” for 
homeless women and “One Voice Against 
Racism.” 
 
In 1996, he was elected a bishop and served 
the Philadelphia Area (1996-2004) and 
Boston Area (2004-2012).  From 2012-16 
Bishop Weaver served in Washington, DC as 
Executive Secretary of the United Methodist 
Council of Bishops and now serves as Bishop-
in-Residence at Drew University Theological 
School. 
 
Pete (as he prefers to be called) and his 
spouse Linda now live in Williamsburg, Va. 
and have eight grown daughters and twelve 
grandchildren.  Along with enjoying family, 
Pete plays the trombone, does woodworking, 
water sports, and helping with ministry with 
persons who are homeless.  His “life verse” is:  
“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation!”  (II Cor. 5:17). 
 

Did You Know? 

 
The renovations on our Franklin Street 
cottage next door are complete. The total cost 
paid from rental monies, not our tithes or 
donations came well under budget. The house 
is now ready to be occupied. Thanks to Stuart 
and Jackson Taylor for all the many hours of 
their time donated to this project. Pastor 
Brian has found a tenant with urgent short 
term housing needs. Praise God as we 
endeavor to help others! It is good to give 
back the blessings shared with us. 
 

- Rick Carroll, Treasurer 

 
 
If Your Life is Perfect …  
     Don’t read this article 
 

 If some of your relationships could 
be improved… 

 Or your health and fitness might be 
better… 

 Or your career, job, business, or 
retirement isn’t quite what you 
want it to be… 

 Or your finances are a bit 
disappointing… 

 Or you want more fun time and 
recreation… 

 Or there are things you’ve always 
wanted to do but haven’t… 

 Or you’d love to leave a legacy… 
 

Then you may want to attend the half-day 
workshop on April 13th from 1 to 5 pm at the 
church. Susie Brack will be sharing some of 
the Success Principles taught by Jack Canfield 
(think Chicken Soup for the Soul) so you can 
get more control of the outcomes in your life. 
If you know the principles and use them, you 
can change almost anything in your life for 
the better.  
 

This workshop is free and open to the public 
so feel free to invite a friend or neighbor, but 
space is limited. Registration is required for 
this workshop so please call Patsy at the 
church office (447-4761) no later than April 
10th to reserve your spot. 
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THE VAN IS OURS - PAID IN FULL 
  

 
 
As Treasurer of this church I do try to look 
out for the interests of all members and our 
programs.  I would like to thank all the 
individuals, committees, and groups who 
donated to the Ford Van debt. In December 
the van was purchased with a $9420 down 
payment from the Capital Improvement Fund 
and secured with an additional $25,000 loan. 
 

In the past 3 months the United Methodist 
Men, the Sunday School fund, the Missions 
Committee through the Upper Room Sales, 
and personal donations contributed $9300. I 
had one gentleman hand me a $100 bill for 
this effort as he left the church service. 
Recently, two generous anonymous donors 
stepped up to pay off the loan with $5000 and 
$10,000 checks.  I only had to make two 
payments.  
 

I share this because I’m so grateful for this 
effort to retire this loan within 3 months. 
Amazing what we can do when we combine 
our resources and give God the glory for 
providing all. This is characteristic of so many 
in this church I have witnessed over the years.  
 

So Blessed! 
-  Rick Carroll, Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We would like to say thank you to everyone 
who contributed to our recent flip flop drive.  
Your generosity is greatly appreciated.   
 

 

 
Budget for 2019:      $239,572 
 

GF Offering received thru March 24, 2019:              $58,081 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2019:                          24% 
 

YTD Percent Budget Received 2018:            16% 
 

YTD Avg Attendance Combined Worship 2019:             101 
 

YTD Avg Sunday school Attendance 2019:              52 
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HE TOOK OUR PLACE  
By Lisa E. Clary© May 2017 
 

As he hung from the cross with nails in his hands and feet, 
He cried out only to his father that he was ready to take his seat, 
 
He hung there in front of all, knowing some did not care; 
But he was there to lift burdens and his body was stripped nearly bare. 
 
He took the pain and suffering as his body was beaten and torn: 
He felt the blood on his cheeks as he wore the crown of thorns.  
 
His soul cried out as he paid the ultimate price; 
He knew what he was doing when he made the sacrifice. 
 
For those who would lie, cheat, murder and steal; 
He knew the pain and agony of the torture he would feel. 
 
The scars he would bare as he knew his wounds would heal in eternity.  
He would be facing his heavenly father, the almighty deity.  
 
Because when we are ready to enter his home and see what is there; 
We will know that how he was treated was not really fair. 
 
He will stand at God’s right hand to motion us on through 
No matter what we said or did, even though he always knew.   
    
He would bless us all with his mercy and his grace, 
As we realize the wonder of the man who took our place. 
 

 

 

 
 
The final 2019 Community 
Lenten Service of the 
Southside Clergy Association 
will be Wednesday, April 3, 
2019 at Jerusalem Baptist 
Church with Rev. Joanne 
Bedford preaching.  The 
service will begin at 12:00 
Noon and will be followed by 
a light lunch.   

 
 

 
 

Easter Lily Orders 
 
Orders are now being accepted for Easter 
Lilies to be placed in the sanctuary on 
April 21st.  If you would like to place a lily 
in honor or memory of a loved one, please 
turn in your order form and payment no 
later than Tuesday, April 9th.  The cost is 
$12 each.  Make checks payable to South 
Hill UMC. 
 

 

 
 

 
Easter Sunrise Service 

 
Please join us for a Community Easter 
Sunrise Worship Service on Sunday,        
April 21st 6:45 am in the field across from   
the church.  A fellowship breakfast will   
follow at 7:30 am. 
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS     
 

What's Ailing You? 
 

 You have a sore throat and runny nose, followed by up to 10 
days of coughing and sneezing.  It could be a common cold, 
basically a viral infection that's spread through the air, 
shaking hands or by touching a surface such as a door knob 
that has viruses on it, then touching your eyes, mouth or nose.  Get lots of rest and drink 
plenty of fluids.  Over the counter medicines may soothe symptoms but won't shorten the 
sickness. 
 

 You have a cough accompanied by a sudden high fever, chills, body aches, sore throat, 
fatigue and general misery.  It probably is influenza; the flu tends to come on like a run-
away truck. Go to a doctor as soon as possible.  If you start taking an antiviral medication 
(Tamiflu) within 48 hours, it shortens your misery by a day and may reduce your risk for 
serious complications. 
 

 You have a cough (often with yellow or green phlegm) accompanied by a fever, shaking 
chills, difficulty breathing, chest pain, and weakness.  It could be pneumonia, an infection in 
one or both lungs that causes their air sacs to fill up with fluid.  See your physician who may 
take an x-ray and prescribe an antibiotic.  Some types of pneumonia will put you in the 
hospital, others, such as "walking pneumonia" don't make you as sick. 
 

 You have a cough, often with phlegm, but not always, soreness in the chest and a fever.  It 
could be bronchitis; this is what people often refer to as a chest cold.  It's inflammation of 
the bronchial tubes, the airways of the lungs swell and produce mucus making you cough.  
See your doctor who may take an x-ray to rule out pneumonia. Drink plenty of liquids and 
breathe in steam from a hot shower. 
 

 You have uncontrollable, violent coughing that makes it hard to breathe, forcing you to 
inhale deeply often making a "whooping" sound.  Other signs include a runny nose and low 
grade fever.  It could be whooping cough or pertussis, a highly contagious respiratory 
disease.  It's caused by bacteria that make your airways swell.  See your physician for 
antibiotics ASAP; you won't get as sick if you start taking them in the first couple of weeks of 
having symptoms. 

 

- Shirley Wetherbee 
 

 

 

 

Upper Room 
Ministry 

Announces Sale 
  

The Upper Room Ministry will have a special 
sale of antiques, china, glassware, and 
collectables on Friday, April 5th and Friday, 
April 12th    from 9 am – 4 pm.  The store is 
located at 619 E. Atlantic Street, South Hill, 
VA.  All proceeds support other ministries in 
South Hill and across the globe.  

 

Youth Sunday 

May 5, 2019 

 

 

Everyone is invited to our annual youth-led 
worship service on Sunday, May 6th at 11:00 
am in the sanctuary. We are excited about this 
opportunity to worship with our young 
people.  Our graduates will be recognized 
during the service, as well. Please come and 
bring your family and friends. 
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UMW Collecting Items for Hygiene Kits 
 

 
South Hill UMW will be collecting specific items for 
Hygiene Kits from now through mid-May.  These kits will 
be taken to Annual Conference in June to be sent to 
disaster sites all over the world.  Please place your items in 
the box provided or bring by the church office. The 
following are items needed for these kits:   

 

Hygiene Kit Materials 

 One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches) 

o No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 

 One washcloth 

o No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 

 One comb 

o Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth 

o No pocket combs or picks 

o Rattail and combs without handles are 

acceptable but must have at least 6 

inches of teeth 

 One toenail or fingernail clipper 

o No emery boards or metal nail files 

 Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger) 

o No Ivory or Jergen’s soap 

o Do not remove from packaging 

 One adult toothbrush 

o Do not remove from packaging 

o Personal advertising not acceptable 

 10 adhesive bandages (3⁄4 by 3 inches) 

o Common household bandages acceptable 

 One one-gallon size re-sealable bag 

 

Important Notes 

 All items must be new. 

 Do not wash any of the items as they will no longer 

be considered new. 

 Do not include any personal notes, money or 

additional materials in the kits. 

 Contents of kits or the containers of kits should not 

be imprinted with cartoon characters, 

advertisements, religious, patriotic, military or 

camouflage symbols 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The 2019 session of the Virginia 

Annual Conference will be 

held June 20-22 at the Berglund 

Center, 710 Williamson Rd NE, 

Roanoke, VA 24016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
Advocate magazine 

to discontinue  
 

Advocate editor and conference 
Director of Communications 
Madeline Pillow announced that 
the Advocate magazine, the 
longtime flagship communication 
tool of the Virginia Conference, will 
cease production at the end of 2019. 

  
 

 
April Special Offering  

 
Native American Ministries 

 

Nurtures missions with Native 

Americans and provides scholarships 

for United Methodist Native 

American seminarians. 
 



7 

 

Opportunites for Growth and Service… 

 
Drivers Needed for All God's Children Camp 
All God's Children Camp is in need of drivers who would be willing to 
transport our campers to and from Camp in the Richmond area this 
summer.  We need drivers for June 16, June 21, Aug 11 and Aug 16.  Please 
contact Lori Smith for more information at 571-245-9591 or 
lttlelori@gmail.com.    
 

Farmville District Race & Reconciliation Event 
You are invited and encouraged to join us for a time to reflect and experience God’s reconciliation at work 
not only in the world but also in your life.  Rappahannock River District Superintendent Rev. Dr. Ted 
Smith will be the speaker on Sunday, April 14th 4 – 6 pm at Crenshaw UMC, 200 Church Street, 
Blackstone, VA.   
 

Bishop Weaver issues appeal for assistance following tropical cyclone 
News is being received of the devastation that has swept across Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi from 
Tropical Cyclone Idai. The extent of the disaster is still unfolding. Many are suffering great loss of life, 
homes, and property. By supporting the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) that is already 
working to bring immediate aid, the Virginia Conference can assist  those impacted by this disaster. 
 

Operation Clean-Up 
Volunteers are needed to assist in the clean up of South Hill on Saturday, April 27, 2019 from 9am – 12 
Noon.  Volunteers should plan to meet at Centennial Park Picnic Area at 8 am.  This event is sponsored by 
the South Hill Revitalization Committee.  Lunch and music will be provided by the Town of South Hill at 
the Centennial Park Picnic Area from 12 noon  - 2 pm.  Contact the church office to place your name on 
South Hill UMC’s group list. 

                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 1     Marvin Thomas 

April 2      Heather Moore 

April 4      Chad Barbour 

April 4      Randy Cash 

April 4     Charlie Mills 

April 5      Conner Niblett 

April 6      Morgan Hash 

April 6      Jason Winn 

April 7      Neil Burke 

April 8      Claudia Brooks 

April 9      Parker Burke 

April 9      Mike Farnsworth 

April 9      Wendy Nash 

April 9      Debra Pearce 

April 10    Abby Spence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 11      Thelma Wilson    

April 12 Betty Edwards 

April 12 Jim Gillispie 

April 13 Jean Holmes 

April 14 Kelsey Thomas 

April 17 Meredith Grice 

April 19 Sophie Crowder 

April 19 Brittany Thomas 

April 20 Kathleen Davis 

April 23 Chris Merrel 

April 24 Jennifer Goetzke 

April 24 Deborah Walker 

April 26 Dot Burnette 

April 26 Vincent Gillispie 

April 26 Debbie Hayes 

 

         If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records.                                 
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Wednesday, 4/3 Lenten Service/Lunch 12 Noon at  

   Jerusalem Baptist Church 

Friday, 4/5  Antique & Collectable Sale Upper Rm 9-4 

Sunday, 4/7  Pineview Communion Service 3 pm 

Monday, 4/8  UMW Meeting 10 am  

Wednesday, 4/10 Pineview Chapel Service 10 am  

Friday, 4/12  Antique & Collectable Sale Upper Rm 9-4 

Saturday, 4/13  Success Principals Workshop 1 – 5 pm 

Sunday, 4/14  Palm Sunday 
Monday, 4/15  May Newsletter Articles Due 

Thursday, 4/18  Maundy Thursday Service 7 pm 

Friday, 4/19  Good Friday 

Sunday, 4/21  Easter 
   Community Easter Sunrise Service 6:45 am 
           Field across from SHUMC  
   Community Breakfast at SHUMC 7:30 am 
   Early Service 8:45 am 

   Worship Service 11:00  

Monday, 4/22  Easter Holiday – Office Closed 

Saturday, 4/27  Operation Clean-up 9 am – 12 Noon 
   by South Hill Revitalization  Committee 

   Meet at Centennial Park at 8 am 

May 6
th

   Youth Sunday 

May 12
th

   Mother’s Day 

May 14
th

   Finance Meeting 5:30 pm 

May 19
th

   Church Council Meeting 12 Noon 

May 27
th

   Memorial Day – Office Closed 

Church Staff 

Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 

Music Director/Organist 

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 

Patsy T. Watkins 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday school:  9:45 a.m. 

Upcoming Events 

 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin St. 
South Hill, VA 23970 

shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.org 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 
    Middle School Youth 5 - 6 pm 

    High School Youth 6 – 7 pm 
 

Tuesdays: 10:00 am Bible Study 

     7:00 pm Seekers in Prayer 

                  7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  

     6:30 pm Bible Study 

     6:30 pm Narcotics Anon. 

     7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

     8:00 pm AA  

Thursdays  

           11:00 am Hundley Service 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3    Upper Room Sale at 

  619 E. Atlantic St. 

          (1
st
, 2

nd
, & 3

rd
 Saturday) 

 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Tuesdays: 6:30 pm Prayer 

  Shawl Meeting  

SHEEP: Monday – Thursday  

 3:30 – 6:00 pm 
 

http://www.south/

