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Youth Messenger 
Happy New Year! 

Danny Gokey sings a song called Rise. A little background on Danny Gokey: A 
onetime truck driver from Milwaukee, WI, Danny had married his high school 
sweetheart, Sophia, only to lose her, a victim of a surgery gone bad, just a month 
before auditioning for American Idol. Y’all – Danny has experienced the darkness of 
grief. He confesses to a deep depression. He carried on simply because he promised 
his wife that he would…which reminds me of #doit4bree. But back to the song… Look 
at these lyrics: 

So Rise 
Breaking the dark, piercing the night 

You're made to shine 
An army of hope 

Bringing the world 
A radiant light 
A radiant light 

You were made to rise, rise 
 
Did you catch that? You were made to rise. Isaiah told us the very same thing in the 
bible. Arise, shine, for your light has come and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you. Your light is Jesus and the Spirit of God himself lives right within you. It doesn’t 
matter what you’ve done or how dark your world is right now. You can rise out of that 
darkness because God has given you everything you need. And that radiant light that 
you shine as believers in Christ – others see it, too. Your rising out of the darkness 
brings hope to others who don’t know how to rise. Now, that is glorious! 

 

Arise, shine, for your light has come and the glory of 
the LORD has risen upon you. ~Isaiah 60:1 
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God was really testing my patience with the formatting of the previous page.  Don’t judge its 
plainness. It’s time to move on. 

December was an eventful month. I know it might have felt a little disjointed as far as YG is 
concerned, and I thank you for your patience and love. How about that Nativity Idol, though?! 
Admit it, teens – you had fun up there performing! We are blessed with such talent at our 
church. You shined your lights for real, dawgs! Bravo! Encore!!! 

Please refer to the calendar on page one. Let me decode it a little for you: 

Nugget Night: We will provide the chicken nuggets and you provide your testimonial nugget. 
Please be bold enough to share a statement of your faith with the group. We will have several of 
these for the remainder of the youth year, so no pressure if you don’t have something ready for 
the first one. What is a testimony? So glad you asked! It’s your Big Wow God moment. You know 
how Sandra asks how have you seen God at work in your life? Well this is the big AHA! This 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit thing is for real and I know this because…..  

Share a Meal: This time you guys get to cook (I’ll supervise…). I need 3-4 meal coordinators 
who will come up with the menu and be prepared to cook the meal. The rest of us will clean up! I 
will ask at the first youth meeting of 2018 who wants to coordinate first. You can come up with 
the menu and I will buy the food, but you have to cook it. This will likely entail coming at 5:30 to 
the kitchen at church. Keep it simple! We will eat downstairs as well and enjoy each other’s 
fellowship and a great meal! 

Fun and Games: Remember when we used to have a Winter Carnival? Well, I’m not prepared to 
open the doors to youngsters, but we have a bunch of pretty fun carnival games…and prizes! 
Let’s break them out and have some fun in the basement, but instead of us running the games, 
we get to play! I’ll need some volunteers to help set up at 5:30, please. Bring snacks to share 
and your own drink. 

And Finally…

#doit4bree 

Fusion18 
Briana LOVED going to the Fusion 
Retreat at Eagle Eyrie in Lynchburg. 
This year’s retreat will be held 
February 23-25, 2018. As more 
information about this year’s event 
becomes available, I will let you know. 

Parents, family, and sweet sweet friends…I 
have a big youth group this year and will 

need chaperones. Please let me know if you 
can help me out. I will pay your way! 

 
PS: For youth – the church pays for half of 

the retreat and we ask that parents pay the 
other half. FYI. 



 

 

 


