
                                                                                  
 

The Pastor’s Pen… 
 

68 “Bless the Lord God of Israel because he has come to help and has delivered his 
people.  69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us in his servant David’s house, 
70     just as he said through the mouths of his holy prophets long ago.  71 He has 
brought salvation from our enemies and from the power of all those who hate us.  
72 He has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and remembered his holy 
covenant, 73 the solemn pledge he made to our ancestor Abraham.  He has 
granted 74 that we would be rescued from the power of our enemies so that we 
could serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness in God’s eyes, for as 
long as we live.  76 You, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will 
go before the Lord to prepare his way.  77 You will tell his people how to be saved 
through the forgiveness of their sins.  78 Because of our God’s deep compassion, the 
dawn from heaven will break upon us, 79     to give light to those who are sitting in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide us on the path of peace.”   

 Luke 1:68-79 

 
 
This proclamation of Zechariah is one of the most beautiful proclamations of who 
Jesus is. He is the one to save humanity, not from some external force, but itself. 
The world needs this Savior, the true Savior. We don’t need another idol or 
earthly savior figure to disappoint us, yet again. We need the real Savior of the 
world. The earth is waiting. We need to live like we know the answer.   Let us be 
true followers of Jesus that love our neighbor, not people who turn people away 
from God with worldly hate. 
 

As we celebrate the birth of Christ and the generosity of those who truly follow him, let us take time 
to give thanks to God, see the work of the Divine in our lives, and share the true Spirit of Christmas 
with everyone we see. 
 

A wonderful and often not sung hymn that comes to us from Catalonian is “All Earth is Waiting.” 
The first verse, “All earth is waiting to see the Promised One, and the open furrows, the sowing of 
the Lord. All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; it cries out for justice and searches 
for the truth.” Is explored by the other verses and finally answered with the last, “In lowly stable, 
the Promised One appeared, yet, feel his presence throughout the earth today, for he lives in all 
Christians and is with us now; again, with his coming he brings us liberty.” 
 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Brian 
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  SHEEP Represent… 
 
The highly anticipated day has come and 
gone. On November 9th the Bishop's request 
for our "Glory Sighting" video was made. 
Superintendent Paul Nichols, Rev. Siegle, a 
student, and I were each interviewed. The 
students had an obstacle course, put out 
Blessing Bears, and of course their 
homework! It was a blessing to have three 
students volunteer to pray for various reasons 
throughout the day. Once the video is edited 
we will have a viewing for all interested 
parties. 

 
The SHEEP family wishes you a Merry 
Christmas and a safe and blessed New Year! 
 

Nancy Merrel, Director 

 
 

 
 
Make plans now to join us on Sunday, 
December 17th at 5:00 pm as our youth will 
present the Christmas play “Nativity Idol” - 
A Christmas comedy parody featuring 
Prudence Peacock, Bea Sting, and Misty 
Dawn.  We will have a time of fellowship and 
refreshments following the service. 

 
 

Birthday Party for Jesus 

  
The Birthday Party for 
Jesus is a long time 
tradition of SHUMC 
when we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus by 
purchasing Christmas 
gifts for needy children 
referred through Social Services.  A program 
will held on Sunday, December 3rd at 9:45 am 
for all Sunday school classes as we bring our 
gifts to be blessed.  We will enjoy birthday 
cake following the program.  

 

 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Communion Service  

 
Sunday, December 24th at 7:00 pm 
in the sanctuary.  Please note that 
100% of the offering received for 
this service will be given to the 
United Methodist Family Services. 
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Youth… 
 
We are well into the Youth year, and it’s hard 
to believe that Christmas is just a few weeks 
away!   As I reflect, I realize how well we are 
settling in to the balance of being the love   
and light of Christ for ourselves and others.  
In small groups, we are connecting with      
our faith and discovering our identities in 
Christ. With mission work, we are sharing 
God’s love in the local community and 
abroad. God is so good.   
 

 
 
 
 
October was a busy month as our youth 
helped with the Harvest Festival, Men’s Stew, 
and UMW Potato Luncheon.  October 
Missions Projects included packing boxes for 
Operation Christmas Child, distributing 
Blessing Baskets and food to locals, and 
providing jump ropes to kids in Ensenada, 
Mexico.   
 

 
 
 

November was bustling and fruitful. Thank 
you to everyone who supported the Bake Sale 
and Holiday Bazaar. We made over $300 to 
support our missions. We would like to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas! 
 

- Angie Calhoun 
 

Presenting 
Light the Night 
December 31st  
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December Special Offering 

Global Migration 
 

 

From Asia and Europe to Africa and the 
Americas, the plight of more than 65 million 
men, women, and children forced to leave 
their homes and migrate to places unknown 
calls all Christians to remember what God 
requires of us.  For most of these migrants, 
the decision to flee their homeland comes as a 
last resort effort to live.  As United 
Methodists, we believe that the prayers of 
God’s people can cause the outpouring of 
God’s mercy and justice.  It is our fervent 
hope that on Global Migration Sunday on 
December 3rd, United Methodist 
congregations will join voices to pray for our 
brothers and sisters who are suffering the 
journey of forced migration.  In addition, as a 
people who pray and act upon those prayers, 
we will gather an offering dedicated to the 
human suffering inflicted by forced migration.  
Please give as you feel led.  

 
 
 

 
 

Decorate Sanctuary 
 
Anyone wishing to help decorate the 
sanctuary for Christmas should plan to meet 
at the church on Saturday, December 2nd        
at 10 am. 

 
 

 
 
 

Office Volunteers 
 

We are still looking for 
volunteers to assist in the church 
office on Friday mornings from 
8:30 am – 12:30 pm to answer 
the phone and take messages.  If 
you would be willing to assist in 
this capacity, please see the sign-up sheet 
located in the entrance to the sanctuary from 
the education wing or contact Patsy in the 
church office. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Just go to our church website – 

southhillumc.org and click on the “Donate!” 

button or download the joyfully2umc app 

from the app store.  If you have questions or 

need assistance, please contact the church 

office during regular business hours. 
 

 
Crisis Response Team Meeting 

 Sunday, December 10th  

at 12 NOON 

Staff-Parish Meeting 

Sunday, December 10th  

at 12 NOON 

UMW Luncheon 

Monday, December 11th  

at 11:30 am at Wilson’s BBQ 
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS: 
 

STRESS 

  
 
 

 
For many people, December is a stressful month with shopping, cooking and decorating.  Below are 
some simple steps to relieve stress and radiate peace. 
 
Sit comfortably with your eyes closed.  Become aware of slow deep breathing. In your mind's eye, 
picture a star and see the word STAR written in front of you.  Using the four letters in the word     
S-T-A-R, remind yourself to release tension from various parts of your body: 
 

 S...Smile 
 T...Take a deep breath (inhale) 
 A.. And 
 R...Relax your eyes (exhale) 

 
With relaxed eyes, begin to focus inside and feel yourself radiating LIGHT. 
Smile, take a deep breath and relax your jaw; 
With a relaxed jaw, smile inwardly and feel yourself radiating JOY. 
Smile, take a deep breath and relax your shoulders; 
With relaxed shoulders, expand your heart, and feel yourself radiating LOVE. 
Smile, take a deep breath and relax your belly; 
With a relaxed belly, find your own center and feel yourself radiating PEACE. 
 
I hope all of you will have a Merry Christmas and a glorious, healthy, happy New Year. 

-  

- Shirley Wetherbee 

 

 
Advent Devotions – Society of St. Andrew 

 

Sometimes when we walk out of the sanctuary after worship, it’s easy to get back into our own 
world and put our blinders back on.  This Advent, take time to focus outside of your normal circle, 
to focus on the birth of Jesus, God coming to us in human flesh, as a tiny baby in Bethlehem.  If you 
haven’t done so yet, pick up your copy of the devotional booklet, “Lifting Up the Lowly” at the 
church.  Use the daily readings, reflections, and prayers to prepare your heart for the coming of the 
Christ-child, and commit to set aside a small gift each day during Advent that will be used by 
Society of St. Andrew to provide healthy food for hungry people in this country.  The devotionals 
are available in the narthex, on the table outside the chapel, and on the table between the sanctuary 
and the education wing. 
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True Colors 
 

When you see the true colors of what is around you,  
You realize that all is not as it seems and so much is not true. 
 

The pure hearts you envision are suddenly shades of grey. 
The burnt reds and oranges of the setting sun darken the day.  
 

The black darkness of night encompasses the light that shines; 
You see things differently and now it becomes blurred lines.  
 

The true colors of those around will soon come out; 
They harbor an evil will that lurks deep as you want to understand what it is about.  
 

The hearts of those around you are not what they should be. 
They hold thoughts of hate, hurt, anger and more you can't see. 
 

People push you to say and do what is not your true being. 
The true color of who they are is now what you are seeing:  
 

Deceit, lies, and telling so many tall tales;  
Waiting and hoping that it sets you up so it all fails. 
 

They sneak and creep around you before they make their move; 
Waiting for the right moment to show they have something to prove. 
 

Jealousy rears its ugly head when others see you reaping rewards and praise,  
They will set out to sabotage you in any and all ways.   
 

True colors come out when they can't be the center of all things. 
They become the one who whines and don't care what feelings they bring. 
 

Green with envy they set out to bring you down. 
They don't care who they hurt or who is around.  
 

True colors always come out and they will see the real you. 
You can't hide two faces for so long and they will reveal all that is true. 
 

True colors that are a mirage of what they really should be; 
When they set out to fool you into seeing what they want you to see. 
 

Don't be fooled by the fake and phony actions and words they speak. 
They want you to feel let down so they catch you when you are weak. 
 

True colors will come out when someone doesn't get their way. 
Don't get caught in their trap; just don't take the time to play. 
 

The game will not end well if you let them get ahead.  
Step back and let them show their colors instead.  
 

All will be revealed as the show they put on comes to an end. 
Then they will only have their own true colors to defend. 
 

By Lisa E. Clary © October 2017 
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Legacy Giving 
 

Planned Giving or more often now known as 
Legacy Giving is an excellent way to give to 
the church when one desires to support the 
church but either cannot afford to 
significantly support the church through 
current income or wants to leave a legacy 
through their estate. This can be done as a 
direct gift through a will or trust, as 
beneficiary from life insurance, as beneficiary 
of a bank account or CD, with land or other 
assets from a will, or with other vehicles 
available  with help from the person’s 
attorney.  
 

Legacy giving can be and often is the most 
valuable gift one can give through their 
lifetime or after. Legacy giving can be 
considered for everyone, not just the wealthy. 
It can represent a meaningful way to reflect 
and express one’s values.  Also, legacies 
strengthen the causes we care about for the 
long term. Often individuals want to be 
remembered for something they have given to 
their church to help the church with its 
mission of bringing more people to God. 

 
- Finance Committee 

 

 
 
 

 

                                          
  
December 3  Joshua Merrel 
December 3  Charles Warren 
December 5  Nick Faulconer 
December 5  Christy Stewart 
December 6  Nancy Conner 
December 7  Mike Berryman 
December 7  Brady Burke 
December 9  Mason Mills 
December 9  Jessica Pearce 
December 10  Hayden Blair 
December 10  Mindy Shafer 
December 11  Jon Hardin 
December 11  Jo Beth Hardin 
December 12  Libbie Calhoun 
December 12  Anne Cole 
December 13  Killian Snead 
December 15  Glen Cox 

December 16  Brian Crutchfield 
December 17  Hilary Tackett 
December 18  Matthew Hunt 
December 18  Sue Justis 
December 18  Mary Tatum 
December 20  Chuck Liles 
December 20  Jane Wells 
December 21  Josh McGarvey 
December 21  Earl Rowley 
December 22  Holly Gillispie 
December 22  Lisa Rowley 
December 23  Samantha Pearce 
December 24  Holly Siegle 
December 26  Marc Balance 
December 26  Ann Nichols 
December 29  Jan Fussell 
December 31  Sam Carroll 

 

         If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records. 
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                  Upcoming Events 
 

 

Saturday, 12/2  Decorate Sanctuary at SHUMC 10 am 

   South Hill Christmas Farmers 10 – 2 

   Market Square Parking lot 

Sunday, 12/3  Birthday Party for Jesus 9:45 am 

   South Hill Christmas Parade 2 pm 

   Christmas Play Practice 5 – 6 pm 

Sunday, 12/10  Staff-Parish Meeting 12 Noon 

   Crisis Response Team Mtg 12 Noon 

   Christmas Play Practice 5 – 6 pm 

Monday, 12/11  UMW Luncheon at Wilson’s 11:30 am 

Thursday, 12/14 January Newsletter Deadline 

Sunday, 12/17   UM Men’s Breakfast 8 am 

   Christmas Play 5 pm 

Sunday, 12/24  Christmas Eve Service 7 pm 

Monday, 12/25  Christmas Day – Office Closed 

December 26
th

 – 31
st
  Christmas Break – Office Closed 

December 31
st
   Light the Night – 9pm – 1 am 

   New Hope Baptist Church 

January 1
st
   New Year’s Day – Office Closed    

 

**NOTE** The church office will be closed  

  December 25
th 

through January 1
st
. 

  The last day for SHEEP is December 14
th

. 

  SHEEP will resume January 8
th

. 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 

Music Director/Organist 

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 

Patsy Tucker 

Sexton 

Cindy Parrish 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 

 South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.org 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 

     Youth Meeting 6:00 pm 
     

Tuesdays: 10:00 am Bible Study 

     7:00 pm Seekers in Prayer 

                  7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  

     6:30 pm Bible Study 

     6:30 pm Narcotics Anon. 

     7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

     8:00 pm AA  

Thursdays  

           10:45 am Hundley  Service 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm  Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3 Community Service  

           Sale at Upper Room 

          (1
st
, 2

nd
, & 3

rd
 Saturday) 

 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Tuesdays: 6:30 pm Prayer 

  Shawl Meeting  
 

SHEEP: Monday – Thursday 

 3:30 – 6:00 pm  

http://www.south/

