
                                                                 
 

 
Our Heritage 

South Hill records Methodist Societies as early as 1773, and the first official Methodist 

congregation dates to 1792.  The deed for the first church, Salem Chapel was signed on      

November 9, 1792.  The original location on Goodes Ferry Road where it crosses route 58 is marked 

today by a large rock.  Bishop Francis Asbury called Salem Chapel “the best house we have in the 

country part of Virginia” and it served as the location for four Annual Conference meetings. 

 

The second church, South Hill Church, formed out of Salem Chapel and was organized in 1811 and 

met in an academy building on the old South Hill, two miles northwest of the current town.  In 

1870, the original chapel burned and the congregations moved back together and built the third 

church on South Hill Avenue behind the hotel.  

 

 It was not long before the congregation outgrew the small church and built a new brick church in 

our current location on the corner of Mecklenburg Avenue and Franklin Street in 1917, and 

dedicated it in 1919.  That church, the fifth house of worship, continues to serve as our chapel to 

this day.   

 

In 1950, the congregation expanded again and built the education wing, significantly increasing the 

classroom space.  By 1958, plans were underway for the latest addition, a larger (and present) 

sanctuary, the sixth to house Methodists in South Hill.   

 

South Hill United Methodist Church has a long heritage of action in South Hill.  Let us continue to 

honor our history as we forge into the future in new ways, continuing to live out God’s mission in 

South Hill. 

 
On Sunday, November 12th, we will celebrate 225 years as a congregation in South Hill.  Please 
invite family and friends to come celebrate with us in worship as Rev. Jim Clements will be our 
guest speaker.  A covered-dish luncheon will follow the morning worship service.  
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The Pastor’s Pen… 
 
 Thanksgiving – A Psalm of thanks. 

Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth! 2 Serve the Lord with celebration!    Come before him with shouts 

of joy! 3 Know that the Lord is God—he made us; we belong to him.   We are his people, the sheep of his own 

pasture. 4 Enter his gates with thanks; enter his courtyards with praise!  Thank him! Bless his name! 5 Because 

the Lord is good, his loyal love lasts forever; his faithfulness lasts generation after generation. 

Psalm 100 
 

 

What is the shortest Psalm in all of Scripture 
is perhaps one of the most important. One of 
the central core actions of faith is giving 
thanks. We learn to give thanks to God for all 
things. As we have so clearly seen in world 
events, there are things in this world that are 
not of God. Not everything that happens is 
God’s work nor something to give thanks to 
God for. However, even in the midst of those 
evil things God is at work moving God’s plan 
forward, returning us toward what our 
stubborn and selfish human free will detours. 
The presence of God in the middle of all, 
especially the difficult, is something we need 
to remember and give thanks for, especially 
because much of the world around us is 
conditioned to not see or recognize it. 
 

God promises that when our strength is weak, 
God’s is strong. When our faithfulness is in 
question, God’s is not. When we feel alone in 
the world, God is beside us. These are worth 
giving thanks for. 
So as we gather for a national holiday this 
month that tends to focus on family, 
abundance, and way too much food, let us 
make sure we pause in the middle of it to give 
thanks to God. The God who created us, who 
sustains us, who sent Christ to redeem us, is 
worthy of all praise and thanksgiving; a praise 
that knows no boundaries. “Enter his gates 
with thanks; enter his courts with praise! 
Thank him! Bless his name!” 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Brian     
      
 

 

 
 
 

Work Teams 
Pastor Brian is in the process of creating work 
teams to do some of the needed work in the 
church. These teams will share the work load 
and involve more people in the life of the 
church. Please pray over these teams, and select 
one you feel led to help with. Training is 
provided! 
 

 Visitation team: Visit with 
members who are in the hospital 
or homebound.  

 Technology team: Operate 
sound, lighting, and computer 
projection.  

 Special Events team: Find and 
plan special events for the 
community.  

 Crisis Response Team: Plan 
and implement crisis response for 
the church. 
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Special SHEEP Activities… 
Bullying is not acceptable yet so many are 
bullied or are bullies. Would you agree that even 
adults are bullied? Thankfully we have Mrs. 
Angela Poythress, LPC to share information 
about why people bully and what to do about it. 
Parents and siblings have joined us each month 
to share and learn from each other. Techniques 
are used at tutoring and at home when 
necessary. 

 

Mrs. Jennifer Bowen, 4H Extension Agent 
brought an exciting rocket activity which 
combined math (angles) and the Scientific 
Method which the students have been learning 
about at school. What fun the students had 
predicting where the rocket would land each 
time and then shooting it into the "wide blue 
yonder" or perhaps a nearby tree! We also want 
to thank Mrs. Bowen for the donated books and 
workbooks added to our library. Some 
nonfiction books are also AR books!    
 

 

We never forget a bit of recreation each day. 
This month the students were surprised with a 
combined academic and physical fitness 
obstacle course. Some stations included 
spelling, math facts, jumping jacks, jumping 

rope, and aiming a football through a hoop. The 
last station was to write a thank you note to 
their parents or grandparents. The next course 
will include ideas from the students. I can't wait 
to see what they come up with! 
 

 
 

Also, we look forward to being videotaped as a 
“Glory Sighting.”  Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 
chose the SHEEP program as one of five to be 
taped for the next annual conference.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are no words to express my deep 
gratitude to all who have donated time, money, 
stew tickets for families, games, snacks, and 
prayers. The list goes on and I give thanks to 
God daily for the support you have shown this 
program and myself. We need you and love you! 

 
 

Blessings to all!!! 
Nancy Merrel, Director 
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Donating Life Insurance 
 
Life insurance can be a very suitable component of a charitable giving strategy.  Here are three 
common ways individuals may make life insurance gifts: 
 

 Name the church as a beneficiary on an existing life insurance policy.  While no 
income tax deduction can be received during the donor’s lifetime for a revocable beneficiary 
designation, the donor’s estate is entitled to receive a charitable estate tax deduction when 
the beneficiary proceeds are paid at the time of donor’s death. 
 

 Transfer ownership of an existing policy to the church if the policy proceeds 
are no longer needed.  By making an irrevocable donation of the policy to the church, 
individuals may receive a charitable income tax deduction for the gift and if premiums are 
ongoing, may also receive yearly deductions for the premiums paid. 
 

 Purchase a new policy and transfer ownership to the church.  By naming the 
church as a beneficiary and irrevocably transferring ownership to the church, the donor may 
receive a lifetime charitable income tax deduction for the gift and yearly income tax 
deductions for any ongoing premiums paid. 

 
Written by Carmen Taylor 
 
Financial Advisors do not provide specific tax/legal advice and this information should not be considered as such.  You 
should always consult your tax/legal advisor regarding your own specific tax/legal situation. Carmen is a registered 
representative and investment advisor representative of Securian Financial Services, Inc. Securities and investment 
advisory services offered through Securian Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Virginia Asset Management, 
LLC is an independently owned and operated affiliate of Securian Financial Services. 
130 Wylderose Drive, Midlothian, VA 23113 1877320 DOFU 8/2017 

- Finance Committee 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends  
Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour 

Sunday, November 5, 2017, at 2:00 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Community Outreach 
The last Saturday of each month is designated 
as outreach to the community where we will 
live our faith outside our walls.  We welcome 
your participation. 
 

 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families 

who have lost loved ones recently. 

Patricia Turner Kidd – October 19, 2017 

Elizabeth “Midge” Harper Shipley – October 20, 2017 
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Community 
Thanksgiving 

Service 
The Southside Clergy 
Association will sponsor a 

Community Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, 
November 19th at 7 pm at South Hill UMC.    
Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to a 
night of Thanksgiving Praise. 
 

 

The Upper Room Ministries 
 
The Upper Room Ministries need your help.  
They are in desperate need of clean, gently 
used full-sized bed linens and bath linens 
(towels and wash clothes).  Please see Brenda 
Child if you have questions or if you have 
items you would like to donate.  Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 
     

This year’s Christmas Play is 
Nativity Idol!!!  Rehearsal for 
children ages 3-11 will be 
Sundays 5:00-5:30 pm and 
youth rehearsal for the play will 

be 5:30-6:00 pm.   Contact Mary Hardin at 
434-917-2789 if you would like to participate.  
 
 

Mail – Don’t forget to check your 
mailboxes often so that you do not 
miss something important.  The 
mailboxes are located downstairs 
next to the Sunday school desk.  
Contact the church office if you would like a 
mailbox for your group. 
 

 
Office Volunteers – We are still looking 
for volunteers to assist in the church office on 
Friday mornings from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm to 
answer the phone and take messages.  If you 

would be willing to assist in this 
capacity, please see the sign-up 
sheet located in the entrance to 
the sanctuary from the 
education wing or contact Patsy 
in the church office. 

 
 

 
The UMW would like to thank everyone who 
supported their recent potato luncheon 
fundraiser.   They raised $526 for the Society 
of St. Andrew.  A special thanks to the youth 
for helping with this event.    
 

 
November Special Offering  

United Methodist Student Day 
 
 
 
 

The United Methodist Student Day offering 
furnishes scholarships and loans for students 
attending United Methodist – related and 
other accredited colleges and universities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just go to our church website – 

southhillumc.org and click on the “Donate!” 

button or download the joyfully2umc app 

from the app store.  If you have questions or 

need assistance, please contact the church 

office during regular business hours. 
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The Teddy Bear Brigade 
 
There are millions of children around the world who will not receive 
anything for Christmas this year due to tragedy, catastrophic events, or 
being orphaned.  Christmas should be a time of joy as every child would 
like to have a present under the tree on Christmas morning. You can 
help make that wish come true for a child in another country this 
Christmas just by donating stuffed animals to The Teddy Bear Brigade. 

  
Once again, The South Hill Rotary Club is collecting stuffed animals for the Operation Teddy Bear 
project for Gleaning for the World as it is one of their international projects. In addition, South Hill 
United Methodist Church and Girl Scout Troops 3263 and 977 will also be helping again this year 
to make this project a success. These new or gently used stuffed animals will provide emotional 
comfort and bring a smile to a child who has lost everything, suffered trauma or is going through 
emotional distress.   According to Gleaning for the World statistics, 43, 161 received a new stuffed 
toy last year as The Rotary Club sent nearly 1000 stuffed animals to the organization so the 
children would have a gift on Christmas morning. 
  
You can drop off your stuffed animal donations at South Hill United Methodist Church, Town and 
Country Cleaners, or Southside Insurers. The Rotary Club will take care of the delivery to the drop 
off point in Appomattox so the donated stuffed animals arrive in time for Christmas.  A $1.00 
donation per animal will help defray the costs of shipping the stuffed animals overseas, so if you 
would like to make a financial donation you can leave it at the church or with any Rotarian and the 
Rotary will also take that with them upon delivery of the stuffed animals. Please leave them at the 
church or at the other mentioned locations by November 21st. 
  
 Your support will help a child in another country have a holiday that offers him or her the gift of a 
stuffed animal as well as the gift of the spiritual meaning of Christmas through the teachings of 
Gleaning for the World. Be a part of that gift giving process this year. Gleaning for the World is 
“taking America’s surplus and using it to share the love of Christ around the world” and is also 
bringing together a community of various businesses and organizations in South Hill who wants to 
help others by contributing in their own special way to this service project. For more information, 
please contact Lisa Clary at 434- 447- 4823. 
 
 
 

  

                                                                    

tel:(434)%20447-4823
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New Outdoor Flags… 
 

           
       

New outdoor flags are now flying high in front of our church.   We would like to say thank you to 

our anonymous donor! 

 

 
 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS:  
 
 INFLUENZA 

  
 
 

Influenza, commonly known as "the flu", is an infectious disease caused by the influenza 
virus.  Symptoms can be mild to severe.  The most common symptoms include a high fever, runny 
nose, sore throat, muscle pains, headache, coughing and feeling tired.  These symptoms typically 
begin two days after exposure to the virus and most last less than a week.  The cough, however, 
may last for more than two weeks.  In children, there may be nausea and vomiting, but this is not 
common in adults.  Nausea and vomiting occur more commonly in the unrelated infection 
gastroenteritis, which is sometimes inaccurately referred to as "stomach flu" or "24 hour flu". 
 

Complications of influenza may include viral pneumonia, secondary bacterial pneumonia, sinus 
infections and worsening of previous health problems such as asthma or heart failure.  
 

Three types of influenza viruses affect people, called Types A, B and C. Usually, the virus is spread 
through the air from coughs and sneezes.  This is believed to occur mostly over relatively short 
distances.  It can also be spread by touching surfaces contaminated by the virus and then touching 
the mouth or eyes.  A person may be infectious to others both before and during the time they are 
showing symptoms.  The infection may be confirmed by testing the throat, sputum or nose for the 
virus. 
 

Frequent hand washing reduces the risk of infection because the virus is inactivated by 
soap.  Wearing a surgical mask is also useful.  Yearly vaccinations against influenza are 
recommended by the World Health Organization.  The vaccine is usually effective against three or 
four types of influenza, and is usually well tolerated.  The vaccine made for one year may not be 
useful in the following year, since the virus evolves rapidly. Young children, people 65 and older, 
pregnant women and people with certain health issues such as heart, lung or kidney disease or a 
weakened immune system can get much sicker than others. GET YOUR YEARLY "FLU SHOT"!!!! 
        

- Shirley Wetherbee 
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Changing History 
 
When the world is spinning so out of control; 
 And we watch helplessly as those around us become so bold. 
 
 When people tear down all that you build:  
 Not caring how long it took and the needs it filled. 
 
 When it seems some in the world are all about leaving their own mark; 
 Not worrying about how it changes history and turns things dark. 
 
 Are they looking to just make their own names known?  
 While changing the scene of life happenings with memories that are now strewn.  
 
 What will be remembered in years to come, the past as it was then?  
 Or will it all be forgotten and the stories different remembering when? 
 
 The tales to be told will be from a different place and different view. 
 Probably a story that changes it all and that they won't even remember you.  
 
 When love turns to hate and makes it hard to breathe in; 
 When good turns to evil and the world becomes about sin. 
 
 When friends become enemies and have no good reasons why; 
 Just to be followers of the next trend, no matter what it is they will try. 
 
 They cry and complain and want more to change around them: 
 But nothing can be done fast enough; they think change comes on a whim. 
  
 You can move and cover walls but the history remains the same. 
 But if it hidden out of sight, you think it changes the blame game. 
 
 You can be a part of anger and grief and know it hurts your heart. 
 But to stop it from happening you don’t want to play a part. 
 
 You sit on the sidelines and watch all the good and bad unfold. 
 There is nothing you can do to make a difference, or so you are told.  
 
 Evil versus good is all around and we just have to be alert with open eyes 
 The devil rears its ugly head in ways we all despise. 
 
 Some take aim and destroy all that is in their sight. 
 This does not make it better or make a wrong seem right. 
 
 Making a difference should be a part everyone one plays on stage;  
 To end the discomfort and the anxiety, the unhappiness and rage 
 
 The battle will rage on and we really won’t understand it all; 
 Just know God is the end game and He will make the final call. 
 
By Lisa E. Clary © October 2017 
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Opportunities for Growth and Service… 
 

Volunteers Needed – The conference is seeking work teams to serve in Evergreen through 
Nov. 18.  If you or your team can give a day or two or even a week, please let them know as 
soon as possible.  The open weeks are Oct. 29-Nov. 3, Nov. 5-11, Nov. 12-18. 
 

We also need your help with financial donations. Over the summer, we saw hurricanes devastate Texas, 
Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico. Our churches have given to help survivors in those 
areas. However, giving to help survivors outside the Conference has impacted funding for our tornado 
recovery. Please consider making a donation to help finish the houses in Evergreen and to outfit them 
with basic furnishings so survivors can finally begin the process of making the houses their home. 
Checks should be made to the Virginia Conference with advance #5037 and Tornado Recovery 
Evergreen in the memo line. Mail donations to Virginia Conference UMC, Treasurer's Office, P.O. Box 
5606, Glen Allen, VA 23058-5606. Finally, my role as Disaster Recovery Manager for the Conference 
ends on Oct. 31. I was blessed to be a part of this ministry. We're in this together and, best of all, God is 
with us! Forrest White,    Virginia UMVIM Facebook page 
 

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) uses 100% of your donations to provide relief for 
disaster victims. Its administrative costs are fully funded by "UMCOR Sunday."  Checks that are being 
sent to the Conference for UMCOR need to be made payable to the VAUMC and NOT UMCOR!!!  
Checks for the Virginia Conference Treasurer should be mailed to P. O. Box 5606, Glen Allen, VA 
23058 - also include your Local Church GCFA number. Checks for UMCOR should be mailed to 
Advance GCFA, PO Box 9068 GPO, New York, NY 10087-9068. Donations online, 
www.umcor.org/donate. Donations by phone, 1-888-252-6174. Always designate an Advance number 
on your check: 901670 for US disaster relief (i.e., Harvey, Irma) 
901440 for kits (flood buckets, cleaning kits, etc.) 
982450 for international relief (Mexico earthquake, etc.) 
999895 UMCOR undesignated 
 
 

                                          
  
November 1  Michael Crosswhite 
November 2  Donald Curtis 
November 2  Sarah Hutson 
November 2  Sarah Reynolds 
November 2  Brian Siegle 
November 4  Maxine Crowder 
November 4  Austin Graham 
November 4  Jeff Jacobs 
November 4  Sherri Tanner 
November 6  Angie Calhoun 
November 6  Brian Tanner 
November 7  Helena Hettich 
November 8  Nancy Merrel 
November 8  Thomas Stapleton 
November 9  Sandra Kinker 
November 10  Jananne Mathison 
November 12  Tyler Jamison 
November 13  Wayne Hudson 

November 15  Jacob Newton 
November 20  Lloyd Farnsworth 
November 20  Jason Gill 
November 21  Susan Niblett 
November 22  Wayne Fussell 
November 22  Bryant Pearce 
November 23  Hannah Blair 
November 23  Hope Walker 
November 24  Mary Kay Wesson 
November 25  James Kidd 
November 25  Jeremy Lambert 
November 25  Shirlene Vaughan 
November 26  Vickie Ellington 
November 26  Bob Maslen 
November 27  Rick Carroll 
November 27  Kate Ringo 
November 30  Gavin Gwaltney 

 

          

If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records. 

http://www.umcor.org/donate


10 

 

                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 
 

                  Upcoming Events 
 

 

Sunday, 11/5  Daylight Savings Time Ends 

   Pineview Chapel Service 3 pm 

   Christmas Play Practice 5 – 6  

Saturday, 11/11 Veteran’s Day 

   New Hospital Opens 

   Veteran’s Day Service at 11 am at 

   Veterans Memorial Park, South Hill    

Sunday, 11/12  Heritage Sunday – Jim Clements 

   Covered-dish lunch following service 

   Christmas Play Practice 5 – 6 pm 

Tuesday, 11/14  Finance Meeting 5:30 pm 

Friday, 11/17  December Newsletter Deadline 

Saturday 11/18  - 19 Holiday Bazar at Dixie Warehouse 

Sunday, 11/19   UM Men’s Breakfast 8 am 

   Christmas Play Practice 5 – 6 pm 

   Community Thanksgiving Service 7pm 

Thursday, 11/23 Thanksgiving Day – Office Closed 

Friday, 11/24  Thanksgiving Holiday – Office Closed 

Saturday, 11/25 Float Decoration 1 – 5 pm 

Sunday, 11/26  Christmas Play Practice 5 – 6 pm 

   Council on Ministries Meeting 6 pm 

   Administrative Board Meeting 7 pm 

December 2
nd

   Christmas Farmer’s Market 10 - 2 

December 3
rd

   South Hill Christmas Parade 2 pm 

 

 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 

Music Director/Organist 

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 

Patsy Tucker 

Sexton 

Cindy Parrish 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 

 South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.org 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 

     Youth Meeting 6:00 pm 
     

Tuesdays: 10:00 am Bible Study 

     7:00 pm Seekers in Prayer 

                  7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  

     6:30 pm Bible Study 

     6:30 pm Narcotics Anon. 

     7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

     8:00 pm AA  

Thursdays  

           10:45 am Hundley  Service 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm  Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3 Community Service  

           Sale at Upper Room 

          (1
st
, 2

nd
, & 3

rd
 Saturday) 

 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Tuesdays: 6:30 pm Prayer 

  Shawl Meeting  
 

SHEEP: Monday – Thursday 

 3:30 – 6:00 pm  

http://www.south/

