
        
 

 

The Pastor’s Pen… 
 
 4 Therefore, as a prisoner for the Lord, I encourage you to live as people worthy of the call you received 

from God. 2 Conduct yourselves with all humility, gentleness, and patience. Accept each other with love, 3 and 

make an effort to preserve the unity of the Spirit with the peace that ties you together. 4 You are one body and 

one spirit, just as God also called you in one hope. 5 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 and one God 

and Father of all, who is over all, through all, and in all.     Ephesians 4:1-6 
 

 
I write this month in a world that seems different than the one last month. Of course, it’s not really 
changed at all. What is different is that the underlying tensions we have in our society have moved to 
the surface a little, rather a lot, more clearly. The discord between varying races and economic statuses 
has burst into the full view of all. And it’s not pretty. No one likes it. No one wants to address it. But we 
must, for two reasons: 1) a society cannot stand divided, and 2) because Christ himself painted us a 
picture of a united world. 
 

How did we get here? I think we have arrived at this crucial junction of American history through many 
years of slow change. The rugged individualism of the American ethos, which is almost a religion into 
itself, has morphed in a “me vs. everyone else” mentality. Instead of talking through differences and 
learning from them, we shun any different viewpoint as invalid and dismiss the bearer of that view as a 
misguided idiot (strong words, but it’s what we’re calling each other). 
 

The Gospel of Matthew (18:15-20) gives us direction on dealing with others. Just after Jesus deals with 
the Disciples wondering who was greatest (and Jesus replying that the one humble, like a child, is), he 
gives specifics on how to address those we have issues with. 1) Speak with them alone, listening and 
being listened to. 2) If that doesn’t work, take one or two others with you and try again. This way you 
have witnesses of the interaction. 3) If that doesn’t work, take the grievance to the community. 4) If that 
doesn’t work, then they are severed and are outsiders. 
 

We go about this all wrong today. We start by airing our grievances in public, often without ever 
speaking with the offending or differing party. We go straight to number 4 and write off someone 
entirely without ever really hearing their side of the discussion or even attempting reconciliation. We 
are quick to judge and dismiss and slow to accept and learn. This may be why we are in a mess. We have 
forgotten how to deal with each other – and it’s in the Bible! 
 

We need to live with and spread the idea of humility. We need to remember that we defer to Christ. It is 
not our own power that saves the world, it is his. And in his power, we need to embrace the idea of 
loving others, no matter how lovable or unlovable they are. We need to learn to reconcile and live with 
differences, learning from each other and becoming stronger as one. The fractures in our culture are 
visible now. Let us use the glue of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit to put it back together again. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Brian       

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

 

September 2017 
 



2 

 

         
 
 

 

         
 

 
 

 
 

     
                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHEEP Resumes… 
 

Our new group of SHEEP students will begin after 
school tutoring on Tuesday, September 5th from 
3:30-6:00 pm.  Busy Bees are preparing the rooms 
and materials. We look forward to adding a thirty 
minute counseling session once a month in which 
parents and students will actively practice conflict 
resolution, dealing with bullies, organizational 
skills, and other topics that students and parents 
can utilize at school and at home. Angela 
Poythress, LPC will be leading these sessions. 
Knowing the enthusiasm and kind personality of 
Angela, there is no doubt these will be welcomed 
and useful sessions. 
 
Visitors are always welcome. Why not stop by one 
day and see what goes on during this time? You 
just might find a way that you would like to help 
whether it is preparing the snacks for the week, 
making flash cards on index cards or something 
else. As always, we are looking for volunteers to 
work at least one day with the students and hope 
that some students at SVCC and the high school 
will see this as an opportunity to earn community 
service hours. 
 

Your Sister in Christ, 
Nancy Merrel, Director 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Electronic Giving 

South Hill United Methodist 
Church is pleased to announce 
the introduction of an electronic 
option for making regular 
offerings.  Contributions can be 
debited automatically from your 
checking or savings account or 
processed using your credit or 
debit card.  Our new electronic 
giving program will offer 
convenience for you and much 
needed consistency for our 
church’s financial health. 
 
Just go to our church website – 
southhillumc.org and click on 
the “Donate!” button or 
download the joyfully2umc app 
from the app store.  If you have 
questions or need assistance, 
please contact the church office 
during regular business hours. 
 

- Jerry Reynolds 
  Finance Committee 

 

September Special Offering  
The Bread Box 

 
The Bread Box is a non-profit 

organization that helps supplement 
the food needs of those in the South 

Hill Area.  Give as you feel led. 
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          Offering Envelopes 
We are in the process of ordering offering 
envelopes for 2018. In an effort to be good 
stewards of what you give to the mission 
and ministry of the church, we are 
attempting to reduce waste. Therefore, we 
will be ordering a quantity of non- 
personalized envelopes and making sure 
there is always a sufficient supply on hand 
at the church. However, if you prefer a box 
of your own envelopes, we are more than 
happy to order those for you. Please let 
the office know or place your name on 
only one of  the sign up sheets available at 
both entrances to the sanctuary by 
September 3rd.  
 
 

- Jerry Reynolds 
Finance Committee 

 

 

 

 
 

Fellowship Friends 
Once a month, the group will meet 
together, with one house hosting the 
dinner each month.  Once all four have 
hosted, the groups are shuffled and new 
groups are formed.  This way, we can 
learn about each other and have 
meaningful discussions and relationship 
building within our fellowship.  Singles 
are encouraged to sign up and may host 
with another single in your group.  A 
sign up sheet is located on the bulletin 
board on the first floor near the Sunday 
school rooms. 

Missions Help Wanted 
 
If you have one hour to spare, The 
Bread Box could use your help.  They 
are in need of a volunteer with 
transportation on Wednesday 
afternoons to pick up food from Food 
Lion and take the items to The Bread 
Box. Contact Rick Carroll if you are 
available to help with this ministry. 
 

- Rick Carroll 
 

 

 

 
 

United Methodist Women 
Planning Potato Luncheon   
 
Mark your calendars and plan to attend 
the UMW’s Potato Luncheon on Sunday, 
October 8th in the Fellowship Hall 
following the 11:00 am service.  This 
luncheon will benefit the Society of Saint 
Andrew.  We look forward to seeing 
everyone there.  

- Gerry Nash 
UMW 
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South Hill UMC Happenings…. 

        
 

 

 

 

 
Overnight Bike Group - South Hill UMC was a host site for 16 young adults for the 10th 
annual Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure on July 28 – 29.  Their purpose-driven journey in support of 
The Fuller Center for Housing allows them to live out the Christian faith in service to God and those 
in need of a simple, decent place to live.  A big thank you to Mary Hardin and Kathy Reese for 
organizing the food and arrangements at South Hill UMC for our guests! 
 

 
Morning route check and devotions 

 

 

Miss Sophia Crowder and Pastor Brian Siegle play 
Pachelbel’s Canon in D during August 13th worship service 

Pianist Rick Labate with Patsy Tucker,  
SHUMC’s Administrative Assistant,  

at his concert on June 24th 
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South Hill United Methodist Youth 
 

 

 

The 2017-2018 Youth Year has 

officially begun!  They enjoyed a 

Taco Night to kickoff the season.  

The Youth Group will meet on 

Sunday nights from 6-7 pm. 

Questions?  Please contact Angie 

Calhoun at angzcal@gmail.com or 

804.339.7166. 

Important Youth Dates: 

10/4 – Light the Night 

10/22 – Mission Outing 

10/29 – Shoebox Packing 

11/17 – Set Up Holiday Bazaar 

11/19 – Bake Sale 

   Clean Up Holiday Bazaar 

12/10 – Nutcracker 

12/17 – Christmas Meal 

12/31 – Light the Night 

 
 

United Methodist Men Selling Stew 
 
Mark your calendars because Stew Master, Rodney 
Elmore along with South Hill United Methodist Men are 
cooking a Brunswick Stew on Saturday, October 7th.  The 
stew will be available for pick up between 10am until 12 
noon at the Golden Leaf Warehouse in South Hill.  The 
price is $7.00 per quart.  Tickets are available from Glenn 
Barbour our stew chairman or by calling the church 
office.  We appreciate your support. 
 

- Glenn Barbour 

 
 

Did you know? 
 

If you are at least 70 -1/2 and have an IRA which requires you to make required 
minimum distributions, you can give your tithes and offerings and other donations 
directly to our church completely tax-free. The contribution does not have to qualify as 
a charitable deduction under other IRS rules. There are certain rules you have to follow 
to qualify, but basically the donation just has to go directly to the church from your IRA 
custodian. Actually, it is quite simple and your bank or investment advisor will know all 
the steps. Your tax advisor can also help.  
 

This method helps our church to further the work and mission of our church while helping you 
reduce your taxes, regardless of whether you itemize deductions, making it a win for all.   
 

- Finance Committee 
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Come As You Are 
 

My door is always open so come as you are; 
To find peace, ease and comfort, you don’t have to go far. 
There will be challenges and trials you will struggle to meet; 
But you won't give up or admit to defeat. 
 
I am watching over you and guiding your path on the way: 
The bumps you come upon will be lessons in your life each day. 
Come as you are as there are no limitations here. 
I will be sure you will know there is no reason to fear. 
 
The doors to my home are open to you when you have something to say. 
Come as you are to the altar and bow your head to pray. 
I will be listening to your words as well as your heart; 
Take your time as I am always here whenever you are ready to start. 
 
I will not judge or place too many expectations on you. 
I will guide the way to help you decide what you need to do. 
Come as you are whether happy, sad, lonely, tired, rich or poor. 
My home is always welcoming so walk through the door. 
My arms are outstretched to embrace the person that I see before me. 
 
I am your Lord and savior and I know your true soul. 
Come as you are and let me lead and your hand I will hold. 
Follow me to my treasures in heaven and you will find peace. 
The joy that is there forever will go on and never cease. 
 
Come as you are as I am the heavenly father and I welcome you to sit near my throne  
My door stands open so come on in and you will no longer be alone  
Come as you are as you no longer have to roam. 
You may enter here and rest now as you have found your eternal home. 
 
By Lisa E. Clary © July 2017 


Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody 

This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.  There was 
an important job to be done and Everybody was asked to do it.  Everybody was sure Somebody 
would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry about that, 
because it was Everybody's job.  Everybody thought Anybody could do it but Nobody realized that 
Everybody wouldn't do it.  It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what 
Anybody could have done.                              

- Anonymous 
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS:  
 
LYME DISEASE 
   
Ticks are very plentiful this year, so protect yourself 
from the possibility of catching Lyme's Disease.  One 
symptom is a large bulls-eye-shaped rash spreading 
out from what feels or looks like an insect bite.  This 
is a bacterial infection which can cause joint, cardiac 
or neurological damage in most patients. Should you 
see a growing rash, see your doctor immediately.  If 
treated early, Lyme is less likely to progress to a 
more serious stage. 
  
Easy precautions when spending time outdoors in 
tick friendly areas like woods and meadows: 
 

 Never wear shorts in these areas. 

 Wear boots and long socks, and tuck your 
pant legs into your socks to block ticks from 
climbing up inside your pants. 

 Use an insect repellant on any exposed skin. 

 Spray a permethrin-based coating (available 
at outdoor and sporting goods stores) onto 
your clothing to keep ticks from attaching.  
The coating will last through several washings 
for up to a month. 

 If your lawn abuts a wooded area, install a 
mulch or gravel break between the two areas, 
so the ticks can't travel into your grass. 

 Do routine tick checks, which can 
substantially limit your risk of Lyme disease.  
Ticks typically have to be attached for 48 to 
72 hours in order to transmit disease. 

 
If you do find a tick on your skin, take a pair of     
fine-tipped tweezers, grasp the head part of the tick 
right at the surface of your skin, and slowly, steadily 
withdraw it with a constant motion.   
      

- Shirley Wetherbee 

Tabs for Shriners   
 
Do you remember me asking you to 
save all your soda can tabs while 
enjoying your summer? Well, it’s time 
to turn them in! You may place them in 
the basket in the Narthex or in the 
large plastic jars as you enter the first 
floor of the Sunday school rooms. 
You’ve done a wonderful job so far. I 
look forward to delivering all of the 
tabs to Richmond at the end of 
September. We’re not stopping then so 
keep on saving for next year!  Thanks 
for all you have done!  
 

- Nancy Merrel 

 

 
 
 
Staff-Parish …              
 
The Staff-Parish Relations 
Committee welcomes Meghan 
Young to South Hill UMC.  Meghan 
is pursuing her education in 
Christian Ministry and she will 
begin her Master of Divinity in 
January.  As part of her education 
requirement, she will complete her 
internship with us at SHUMC and 
this will give her “hands on” 
experience in a church setting for 
approximately 4 – 6 hours per 
week.  We look forward to having 
Meghan with us! 
 

                         -  Cammie Puckett 
 
 
 

                
-
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Opportunities for Growth and Service… 
 

Mark your calendars and join us this fall for our next 5 Talent event 
featuring Jacob Armstrong, focused on Evangelism. South Hill UMC is 
a satellite location and it will be held on Thursday, October 19th        
9:00 am – 3:00 pm.  Early Bird registration ends September 14th.  

Please contact the church office to save on the group rate. 
 

Farmville District Lay Servant Training – Lay Servant Training can help 
anyone as a tool in discerning God’s call for their personal walk and ministry.  
Training will be held on Sundays, September 3rd, 10th, 24th, 2:30 – 6:00 pm.  The cost 
is $25.  Please contact the church office if you would like more information.   
 

Volunteers Needed – The Virginia Conference has set Oct. 31, 2017, as the target date to 
complete recovery efforts in Evergreen.  Housing is available in Evergreen and Virginia Beach. 
There is no per person cost and you don’t have to commit to a week.   You're only responsible for 
transportation and meals. They will take care of the rest. They could use additional teams the 
following weeks in Evergreen: 
 

Sept. 3-9, Sept. 10-16, Sept. 17-23, Sept. 24-30, Oct. 8-14, and Oct. 15-21 
 

Also, they need at least one work team per week in Virginia Beach, to make sure 
progress continues there.  The Conference anticipates recovery in Virginia Beach 
to continue at least through the spring of 2018.  They have no teams scheduled to 
serve in Virginia Beach these dates: 
 

Sept. 10-16, Sept. 21-23, Sept. 24-30, Oct. 30-Nov. 2, Nov. 13-18, Nov. 27-Dec. 2, Dec. 3-9, and  
Dec. 10-16. 
 
Work Teams - Pastor Brian is in the process of creating work teams to do some of the needed 
work in the church. These teams will share the work load and involve more people in the life of the 
church. Please pray over these teams, and select one you feel led to help with. Training is provided! 
 

 Visitation team: Visit with members who are in the hospital or homebound.  
 Technology team: Operate sound, lighting, and computer projection.  
 Special Events team: Find and plan special events for the community.  
 Crisis Response Team: Plan and implement crisis response for the church.  

 
UMVIM Team Leader Training - There will be re-certification training on Sept. 22 from 6:00 -
8:00 pm and a team leader training on Sept. 23 from 9:30 am -3:30 pm, both at Keysville UMC 
(Farmville District).  In addition, there will be a leading re-certification on Oct. 20 from 6-8 p.m. 
and team leader training Oct. 21 from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at Wakefield UMC (James River 
District). 
 

South Hill UMC Charge Conference will be held on Sunday, 
October 1st at 3:00 pm at Sardis UMC located at 3152 Marengo Road,  
La Crosse, Va.  Charge Conference is the official decision-making body of 
a local congregation. It meets annually, or on-demand as needed, to vote 
on items required by the United Methodist Book of Discipline and report 

on church activity during the year. Usually, voting includes the pastor’s salary and benefits, and the 
next year’s leadership for the church. This year, we will also be voting on a structure change for our 
administrative body. All members of the Administrative Board are expected to attend and all others 
are encouraged to attend.  Carpooling is recommended. 
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Bible Study Resumes – Bible study will resume on Tuesday mornings at 10 
am and Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm beginning September 5th and 6th.  Our 
next study will be the book of Genesis.  See you there and bring a friend. 

 
 

 
Community Outreach 

 

Stay tuned for specific 

details for community 

outreach to be held on the 

last Saturday of each 

month! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records. 

 

September 1  Jennifer Gittman  
September 1  Jimmy Walker  
September 2  Debra Spears  
September 2  Mason Whittemore  
September 4  Linda Blair  
September 4  Alexus Brooks  
September 4  Russ Green  
September 4  Mary Hardin  
September 6  Maggie Kiah  
September 8  Leah Medlin  
September 8  Edward Wetherbee 
September 10  Cambra Graham  
September 11  Robert Smith  
September 11  Ed Taylor  
September 12  Laura Whitlock  
September 14  Martha Ware  
September 15  Colden Carnes  
September 15  Tia Clary 
September 15  Jennifer Perrotti  
September 17  Megan Haubenreiser  
September 17  Debbie Piercy  
September 17  Sidney Puckett  
 

 

September 18  Bo Randolph 
September 20  Paul Conner  
September 21  Jake Calhoun  
September 21  Debbe Creamer  
September 21  George Flowers  
September 22  Nelson Allman  
September 22  Luke Doyle 
September 23  Ryan Shipley  
September 24  Mike Clary  
September 24  Gavin Honeycutt 
September 24  Rebecca Winn  
September 26  Lyn Mills 
September 27  Harrison Harper  
September 27  Norene Pritchett 
September 27  Shirley Wetherbee  
September 28  Brandon Bailey  
September 28  Dustin Crocker  
September 28  Tripp Sims  
September 29  Greg Nash 
September 30  Phyllis Bowers  
September 30  Jane Taylor  
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                  Upcoming Events 
 

 

Sunday 9/3  Pineview Chapel Service 3 pm 

Monday 9/4  Labor Day
 
 –  Office Closed 

Tuesday 9/5  Bible Study Begins 10 am 

   SHEEP Begins 3:30 pm 

Wednesday 9/6  Bible Study Begins 6:30 pm 

   Choir Rehearsal Begins 7:30 pm 

Sunday 9/10  Grandparent’s Day 

Monday 9/11  UMW Meeting 10:00 am 

   at Jane Taylor’s Home 

Tuesday 9/12  Finance Meeting 5:30 pm 

Wednesday 9/13 Chapel Service at Pineview 10:00 am 

Sunday 9/17  UM Men’s Breakfast 8 am 

   COM 6 pm 

   Administrative Board 7 pm 

Monday 9/18  October Newsletter Deadline 

Thursday 9/21  Sunset Sounds 6:30 pm 

   at Centennial Park, South Hill, VA 

Sunday 10/1  Charge Conference 3 pm 

   at Sardis UMC 

Saturday 10/7  UM Men’s Stew Sale 10 am - Noon 

Sunday 10/8  Potato Luncheon 12:15 pm 

Monday 10/9  UMW Meeting 10:00 am 

Sunday 10/15  UM Men’s Breakfast 8 am 

Thursday 10/19 5 Talent Academy 9 – 3 at 

   South Hill UMC 

 

Church Staff 

Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 

Music Director/Organist 

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 

Patsy Tucker 

Sexton 

Cindy Parrish 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 

 South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.org 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

Recurring Weekly Events: 
 

Sundays:   Regular Worship Services 

     Youth Meeting 6:00 pm 
     

Tuesdays:10:00 am Bible Study 

     7:00 pm Seekers in Prayer 

                  7:30 pm Synago 
 

Wednesdays:  

     6:30 pm Bible Study 

     6:30 pm Narcotics Anon. 

     7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

     8:00 pm Al-Anon & AA  

Thursdays  

           10:45 am Hundley  Service 
 

Fridays:      7:00 pm  Sobriety Group 
 

Saturdays: 8-3 Community Service  

           Sale at Upper Room 

          (1
st
, 2

nd
, & 3

rd
 Saturday) 

 

2
nd

 and 4
th

 Tuesdays: 6:30 pm Prayer 

  Shawl Meeting  
 

SHEEP: Monday – Thursday 

 3:30 – 6:00 pm  

http://www.south/

