
        
 

 

                                  Teddy Bear Brigade                  
 

Christmas should be a time of joy and every child would like to have a present under the tree on Christmas 

morning. You can help that wish come true for a child in another country this Christmas just by donating 

stuffed animals to The Teddy Bear Brigade. It is underway once again as The South Hill Rotary Club is 

collecting stuffed animals for the Operation Teddy Bear project for Gleaning for the World as one of their 

international projects. South Hill United Methodist Church and Girl Scout Troop 3263 and 977 will also be 

helping again this year to make this project a success. You can drop off your stuffed animal donations at 

South Hill United Methodist Church 105 Franklin Street in South Hill, Town and Country Cleaners or 

Southside Insurers. The Rotary Club will take care of the delivery to the drop off point in Appomattox so the 

donated stuffed animals arrive in time for Christmas. Please leave them at the church or at the other 

mentioned locations by November 21st. Last year, the club sent nearly 1000 stuffed animals to the 

organization that provides them to orphaned children in third world countries so they have a gift on 

Christmas morning. A $1.00 donation per animal will help defray the costs of shipping the animals overseas, 

so if you would like to make a financial donation you can leave it at the church or with any Rotarian and the 

Rotary will also take that with them upon delivery of the stuffed animals. Your support will help a child in 

another country have a holiday that offers him the gift of a stuffed animal as well as the gift of the spiritual 

meaning of Christmas through the teachings of Gleaning for the World. Be a part of that gift giving process 

this year. Gleaning for the World is “taking America’s surplus and using it to share the love of Christ around 

the world” and is also bringing together a community of various businesses and organizations in South Hill 

who want to help others by contributing in their own special way to this service project. 

            -Lisa Clary 

       Thoughts on the Election   

 
My first thought on this election is like all other elections. Go vote. This may be the most constitutional right 

you have. The bible states we should support our government but honor God as being sovereign. This has 

been a not so respectable election. History shows that elections (especially for President) seem to bring out 

the worst in some people. Love your neighbor becomes almost a cliche. We take the bridle off the beast and 

let it rampage at will! Sometimes we seem uncivilized. Just remember that you will have the same neighbors 

after the election as you had before. I pray you loved them then and I pray you love them now. God Bless. 

              

            -Glenn Barbour 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

 

November 2016 
 



2 

 

The Pastor’s Pen 
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Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name;                                          

    make his deeds known to all people! 
9 

Sing to God, sing praises to him; 

    dwell on all his wondrous works! 
10 

Give praise to God’s holy name! 

    Let the hearts rejoice of all those seeking the LORD! 
11 

Pursue the LORD and his strength; 

    seek his face always! 
12 

Remember the wondrous works he has done, 

    all his marvelous works, 

    and the justice he declared— 
13 

     you who are the offspring of Israel, his servant, 

        and the children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 
14 

The LORD—he is our God. 

    His justice is everywhere throughout the whole world. 

                                                                                           1 Chronicles 16:8-14 

 

Thanksgiving. We are now in the month that we celebrate a holiday called Thanksgiving, in which we are 

supposed to be thankful for what we have, for the country we live in, and for our families. This is all well 

and good, but we should never lose sight of what the most important thanksgiving we can give is: 

thanksgiving to God for what God has done and continues to do for us. I know it seems simple, but it is very 

important. In a world that espouses self-everything, as Christians, we need to be counter-cultural and give 

credit to the Creator of the Universe, not just ourselves and our own human accomplishments. Some see that 

as weakness. I see it as strength. As I see it, our worth comes directly from God’s love of God’s own 

creation. We do have real value, not because of what we do, but because God loves us. This extreme love 

was proven in the person of Jesus Christ. The world needs to hear this message. Give thanks, but make sure 

that the thanksgiving is to the right entity for the right reasons.  

God made us. Thank you. 

God loves us. Thank you. 

God desires relationship with (even) us. Thank you. 

God gives us each and all gifts and skills and abilities. Thank you. 

God uses everything in our lives to improve us and make us more like him. Thank you. 

God is still working in our lives, especially through the trials, for the good. Thank you. 

 

May the God of Creation continue to bless you, and may we continually praise and give thanksgiving to God. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian 

 

Announcing Raleigh Ringers Holiday Concerts 
 

Christmas Concert Dates: 

December 17, 2016 – 3:00 pm and 7:30 pm 

Duke Energy Center for the Performing Arts 

Meymandi Concert Hall 

Raleigh, North Carolina 

 

Adults $20    Seniors $18    Groups (10+) $16   Students $10  

 

For more information or to order tickets please visit www.rr.org 

http://www.rr.org/


3 

 

More Youth Projects in Progress 
 

Thank you to all of you who support our youth. We currently have two projects in November that we 

encourage you to enjoy with us – Operation Christmas Child and a bake sale. For Operation Christmas Child, 

sponsored by Samaritan’s Purse, we are collecting items and filled shoeboxes to be shared with children in 

need. All donations for this project are due no later than Sunday, November 6. Informational inserts will be 

provided in our church bulletins at the end of October. We are excited about this ministry and have been 

saving items all year in preparation. Our second project is a bake sale that we will have at the church on 

Sunday, November 20
th

. Please feel free to drop hints to youth members to bake your favorite desserts for the 

sale. In addition to these projects, the youth will be assisting with the set up and take down of the Holiday 

Bazaar during the weekend of November 18
th

. We will have a bonfire on Saturday, November 19
th

, as well. 

There will not be a Youth Group meeting on Sunday, November 27
th

, but we will resume the meeting 

schedule on Sunday, December 4
th

. 

 

Below is a picture of our youth as they shared lunch and fellowship prior to assisting with the UM Women’s 

Potato Luncheon. What a great group we have! 

                  -Angie Calhoun & Jeremy Lambert 
 

                           
 

  
      

                 Singing Praises              
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Pastor Brian for working with and directing the choir.  We all 

know that Pastor Brian has many talents including choral conducting.  There has been a marked 

improvement with the choir's singing since Pastor Brian started working with us.  Having a director gives the 

choir the confidence to sing out and not be scared of coming in too early in the music.  We will be doing a 

joint Christmas Cantata with the Clarksville Baptist Church again this year with the addition of our 

children’s choir.  Last year went so well we wanted to make this a tradition.  We will be performing the 

cantata in our church on Sunday December 18th at 5:00 pm and at the Clarksville Baptist Church on 

Wednesday December 21st at 7:00 pm.  The cantata is a compilation of familiar Christmas Carols with 

narration.   

                   -Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10210840920442290&set=a.1791946041658.267583.1329844643&type=3
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HEALTH AND WELFARE 

Yearly Reminder…Get your “Flu Shot” 
 

Why get vaccinated? Influenza (flu) is a contagious disease. It is caused by the influenza virus, which can 

spread by coughing, sneezing and nasal secretions. Anyone can get influenza, but rates of infection are 

highest among children. For most people, symptoms last only a few days. They include fever/chills, sore 

throat, headache, cough, muscle aches, fatigue, runny or stuffy nose. Young children, people 65 and older, 

pregnant women and people with certain health conditions such as heart, lung or kidney disease or a 

weakened immune system can get much sicker. Flu can cause diarrhea and seizures in children. Each year 

thousands of people die from influenza and even require hospitalization. 

 

There are two types of influenza vaccine: 

1. Inactivated (killed) vaccine, the “flu shot” is given by injection with a needle. 

2. Live, attenuated (weakened) influenza vaccine is sprayed into the nostrils. 

 

 A “high dose” inactivated influenza vaccine is available for people over 65 years of age. Ask your doctor for 

more information. Influenza viruses are always changing so annual vaccination is recommended. Each year 

scientists try to match the viruses in the vaccine to those most likely to cause flu that year. It takes up to two 

weeks for protection to develop after the shot. Protection lasts about one year. All people six months of age 

or older should get the influenza vaccine. Vaccination is especially important for people at higher risk of 

severe influenza and their close contacts, including healthcare personnel and close contacts of children 

younger than six months. 

 

Remember… get your yearly influenza vaccine!  

          -Shirley Wetherbee 

 

 

 

 

  SHEEP News     

Our students arrive each day with so much to share about school, family, and anything under the sun! How 

wonderful that they trust us. Someone volunteers to say the blessing before snacks and God is listening. Each 

prayer includes blessings for our congregation which the students added on their own. 

So many of you have helped SHEEP with prayers, snacks, a giant ball and your time! Thanks to Rev. Siegle 

for always listening, Dr. Bridgers class for the room, Carolyn Black for your work, Rick Carroll, and Christy 

West. Necessary furniture was provided by Gavin's House of Flowers and Gifts and the Upper Room 

Ministry. To all the volunteers,  there are no words to convey what you mean to this program. A huge thank 

you to South Hill Elementary administrators and teachers for what you do for all children! 

          -Nancy Merrel 
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Did You Know … 
that South Hill United Methodist church has a very active “Prayer Shawl Ministry”? You may have seen 

beautiful prayer shawls draped over the communion rail a couple of times this year. You may have joined the 

whole congregation as we prayed for the people who will receive them and for those who created them. You 

might even have come forward to lay your hands on them as they were blessed for future ministry. 

But … what exactly is a “prayer shawl ministry”?  

The first shawl ministry apparently grew out of Hartford 

Seminary’s Women’s Leadership Institute in 1997. 

Vicky Gala and Janet Bristow wanted to embody the 

spirit of loving service in a practical way. They felt 

called to knit shawls for women going through traumatic 

situations in their lives. Over time this ministry 

expanded to bless both men and women and the reasons 

for gifting expanded to times of great joy and 

celebrations as well as the times of deep trouble and 

challenge. So, thus began this loving intentional 

ministry to others using our hands and our talents and it 

has spread throughout many churches across our 

country and beyond. 

What about our “prayer shawl ministry”? 

The South Hill UMC prayer shawl ministry began about 

five years ago with just a handful of women, led by Carolyn Wagoner, and has now grown to a dozen or so 

persons – both women and men (Yes, men knit and crochet too!). The prayer shawl ministry meets on the 2
nd

 

and 4
th

 Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm in the church library. We bring in any prayer shawls we have 

completed or received from others and sew on special tags (so recipients will know where it came from). 

During the “meeting” we work on our prayer shawls in progress and listen to thank you notes from persons 

who have received one. New requests are read and we select the “right” shawl for each person and determine 

who can deliver or send the requested prayer shawl(s). Of course, we pray and we share tips and trick and 

enjoy each other’s company. During the last year, the South Hill UMC Prayer Shawl ministry has given 

over two dozen prayer shawls (and one special order scarf for a student going off to college). Carolyn 

Wagoner keeps a log of all the prayer shawls that have been given out through this ministry. If you know of 

a need for a prayer shawl (does not have to be a member of our church) … just call Carolyn Wagoner at 

(434) 447- 6919 and give her the details. 

At home, we knit (or crochet) our prayer shawls in a great variety of beautiful colors and patterns and yarns. 

Each person creates their own work with love and prayer according to their talents and the inspiration of the 

Holy Spirit. Some have bold colors and intricate designs. Others have calm colors and simple patterns. Each 

prayer shawl is as unique and beautiful as the person who creates them.  

 

How can I help? 

1. Don’t know how to join this ministry?  No problem! Just show up at a meeting with your hooks or 

needles, and yarn. 

2. Don’t have any yarn? No problem! We have an eclectic stash of yarns at the church. 

3. Don’t have a pattern? No problem! We’ll gladly share ours with you. 

4. Don’t know how to knit or crochet? No problem! We’ll be delighted to teach you how. 

5. Don’t want to attend the meetings? No problem! Just call Carolyn Wagoner at (434) 447-6919 and 

she will be glad to receive your finished prayer shawls. 

6. Don’t know what to do with the yarn you have around the house? No problem! Just donate any 

unwanted yarn to the ministry … we’ll find a way to use it! 

7. Don’t want to “DO” this but still want to help? No problem! You buy the yarn (up to 3 skeins per 

shawl) and we will “do” the work! 
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Want to know more about Prayer Shawl Ministry in general? 

Check out these websites (they will have free patterns you can use too):  

www.shawlministry.com  

www.knittingintothemystery.com 

Also, you can reference the book in our church library called “Knitting into the Mystery” by Susan 

Jorgensen and Susan Izard. This book gives a much greater history and many examples of the ways that 

other churches and groups are doing this ministry. It also contains a basic pattern for making a prayer shawl 

(knit or crochet) and several things to consider when selecting your yarn or hooks or needles and other fun 

stuff to know. 

Above all  Pray for this ministry and the people it has or will bless! 
          -Rev. Susie Brack 

 

    

 

SHUMC Represented at District Workday in Evergreen Oct. 17th 
           

                     
  

 

 

 

On Monday, October 17, five hearty souls, including three youth, 

trekked to Evergreen, Virginia to participate in a Farmville District 

Work Day. The helpers from across the district were split up into 

two groups, and our five got to work on Miss Patty’s house, which 

is being rebuilt after being totally destroyed in the tornado earlier 

this year. There is still much work to be done! The Farmville 

District is holding another such work day on Monday, November 7. 

If you would like to go, please contact the office so we can have a 

head count and supply you the necessary forms. However, if you 

would like to help on another day, I’m sure you can be 

accommodated on site, especially if there is a group. Contact the 

office or Pastor Brian for additional information. 

 

 

            

Opportunities for Similar Service 

 
Bob Parks, Farmville District Superintendent of the Virginia Conference of the United Methodist Church, 

has added two more District Mission Workdays for the Evergreen area in addition to the Monday, Nov. 7 

date -- Saturday Nov. 12 and Saturday, Dec. 3. Please let Phyllis Goin at the District office or Pastor Brian 

know if you plan to work one or both days. The team leader for the added days will be Rev. Rich Meiser.   

 

 

http://www.shawlministry.com/
http://www.knittingintothemystery.com/
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The Commission of the Way Forward 
 

The United Methodist Council of Bishops has announced the membership of the Commission on a Way 

Forward. The Rev. Tom Berlin, pastor of Floris United Methodist Church, Arlington District, Virginia 

Conference, is a clergy member of the commission. 

  

"After three months of diligent and prayerful discernment, we have selected eight bishops, 11 laity, 12 elders 

and 1 deacon to serve on the Commission," said Bishop Bruce R. Ough, president of the Council of Bishops. 

"This group is representative of our theological diversity." Ough said the makeup of the 32-member 

commission is roughly comparable to U.S. and Central Conference membership. All of the members of the 

Commission have already indicated their willingness and availability to serve. The team of moderators --

Bishop Ken Carter, Bishop Sandra Steiner-Ball and Bishop David Yemba -- will soon convene the 

Commission to begin to organize their work and finalize their meeting schedule. To see a list of the members 

please visit our church website (www.southhillumc.org) or check in our church office. 

  

The Commission's mission is to "bring together persons deeply committed to the future(s) of The United 

Methodist Church, with an openness to developing new relationships with each other and exploring the 

potential future(s) of our denomination in light of General Conference and subsequent annual, jurisdictional 

and central conference actions." The 2016 General Conference gave a specific mandate to the Council of 

Bishops to lead The United Methodist Church in discerning and proposing a way forward through the 

present impasse related to human sexuality and the consequent questions about unity and covenant. The 

Commission is a group appointed by the Council of Bishops to assist the Council in fulfilling this mandate. 

As such, the Council has appointed bishops from across the global connection to serve on the Commission 

alongside laity and clergy. While clergy and laity will vote at a General Conference on these matters, the 

bishops have the responsibility to lead the church. Thus, the Commission is designed to inform the Council’s 

leadership of the General Conference. After hearing concerns that the proposed composition did not include 

enough laity, three additional laypersons were added from the original pool of more than 300 nominees. 

  

At their fall meeting (October 30 – November 2), the Council will make a decision about a called General 

Conference and will review a plan to conduct additional and complementary work in annual conferences 

designed to broaden the conversation with hundreds of lay and clergy members. 

 

     

 
 

                                                                                                           

  
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we may update our records. 

November 1  Michael Crosswhite 

November 2  Donald Curtis 

November 2  Sarah Hutson 

November 2  Sarah Reynolds 

November 2  Brian Siegle 

November 3  Patricia Kidd  

November 4  Maxine Crowder  

November 4  Austin Graham  

November 4  Jeff Jacobs 

November 4  Sherri Tanner 

November 6  Angie Calhoun 

November 6  Brian Tanner 

November 23  Hannah Blair   

November 23  Hope Walker  

November 24  Mary Kay Wesson  

November 25  James Kidd 

November 25  Jeremy Lambert 

November 25  Shirlene Vaughan  

November 26  Vickie Ellington  

November 26  Bob Maslen  

November 27  Rick Carroll  

November 27  Kate Ringo  

November 30  Gavin Gwaltney 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

November 7  Helena Hettich  

November 8  Nancy Merrel  

November 8  Thomas Stapleton  

November 9  Sandra Kinker  

November 10  Jananne Mathison  

November 12  Tyler Jamison  

November 13  Wayne Hudson  

November 15  Jacob Newton  

November 20  Lloyd Farnsworth 

November 20  Jason Gill  

November 21  Susan Niblett 

November 22  Wayne Fussell 

 November 22  Bryant Pearce  

http://www.southhillumc.org/
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    Upcoming Events 
   

November 1   UM Women 
November 7    District Workday - Evergreen 
November 13   Heritage Sunday 
November 15   No Bible Study 
November 15   Finance Meeting (time changed to 7:00 pm) 
November 16   No Bible Study 
November 20    UM Men’s Breakfast 
November 20   Council on Ministries  
November 20   Administrative Board  
November 22   Advent Bible Study begins 
November 23   Advent Bible Study begins 
November 24 & 25  Church Office Closed 
December 4   South Hill Christmas Parade 
December 6   UM Women’s Luncheon 
December 11   No 8:45 am Worship Service 
December 11   Children’s Christmas Play 11:00 am 
December 13   Missions 
December 18   UM Men’s Breakfast 
December 18   Christmas Cantata SHUMC 5:00pm 
December 21   Christmas Cantata Clarksville Baptist Church 7:00 pm 
December 24   Candlelight Service 
 

 
 

Church Staff 

Pastor  

Rev. Brian Siegle 

Music Director/Organist 

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. 

Administrative Assistant 

Christine West 

Sexton 

Carolyn Black 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 

 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.com 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

http://www.south/

