
        
 

     
An Excerpt from “The Power of Core Values” 

By Tony Hunt On September 28, 2016 
 

As part of a strategic planning process several years ago, Epworth United Methodist Chapel in Baltimore 

spent a considerable amount of time in discernment, clarifying its core values in light of its history, present 

realities, and hope for the future. Epworth Chapel’s strategic plan states that: “As a church, our values stand 

at the core of all that we are, all that we do, and all that we seek to become as the people of God.” The seven 

core values Epworth Chapel named are: 
 

1. Prayer. Public, private, and communal prayer is central to all that we do. 

2. Excellence. We strive to offer God and one another our best in all that we do. 

3. Hospitality. Everyone we encounter should receive radical hospitality, a friendly and open welcome, 

and all persons are to be treated as full participants in the body of Christ. 

4. Justice. We are committed to a vision of society where every individual has equal access to the 

resources, opportunities, benefits, and protections that society offers, and where every individual is 

treated with dignity and fairness. 

5. Family-focused. We affirm and support the building of strong families as we model what it means to 

be the family of God. 

6. Nurturing. We are committed to supporting and encouraging each other, and providing opportunities 

for all persons to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

7. Diversity. We believe that there is strength in welcoming and accepting persons of all ages, genders, 

races, abilities, orientations, identities, and nationalities — all God’s people — into the church family. 
 

Core values can serve three critical purposes for a church. In a planning process, they provide a reflective 

mechanism for the development of church-wide goals and objectives. They can be used to judge whether a 

new ministry opportunity fits the church’s values. And they help individual church members live out their 

lives as Christ-followers.  
 

You may read the entire article at the following URL: https://www.churchleadership.com/leading-

ideas/power-core-values/. This is just food for thought regarding how we approach our core values at 

SHUMC. 

District Conference 
 

Everyone is invited to attend the District Conference on October 8, 2016, at Crenshaw UMC at 11:30 A.M. 

The conference theme will be around missions. Speaker is Rev. Michael Teixeira, Mt. Carmel/Phenix 

Charge pastor. Designated membership can be found at http://umcfarmville.org/news/. 
 

Charge Conference Oct. 11 
 

This is just a reminder that members of the Administrative Board are voting members at Charge Conference. 

However, all members of the church are welcome to attend and are encouraged to do so. This year SHUMC 

is hosting this meeting which begins at 7 pm. 
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The Pastor’s Pen 
 

We joke about a lot of things. It seems lately that the material for joking has become so rich, probably 

because we are increasingly frustrated with how things are. Everything has become almost comical; 

especially as we watch so many around us become increasingly self-involved. People seem to be getting so 

worked up over seemingly nothing. Or is it nothing? 
 

I think the reality is that there is a shift in focus and power. There are groups of people that have been so 

pushed down, sometimes from within, for so long that they are now reaching a critical pressure. 

Conversations about race and power and wealth that we have intentionally avoided for too long are being 

forced upon us, and we don’t like it. But, that discomfort shows us how necessary they are.  

 

In general, we humans are really good at putting the idols of power, prestige, and resources above God. So, 

instead of living the way Jesus wants us to, we live striving to dominate and manipulate others, and even our 

planet, to do our bidding. And while it works well for a few, it does not work for the majority of people or 

our planet. We must learn to subdue, not others, but our own nature. To do this, we need to strive after 

Christ, his teaching and heart. The more we see others the way God sees creation, the more connected and 

whole we will become. 
 

Of course, this is scary because we haven’t really been taught this well, even in church. Now is the time. 

While we can’t save anyone, since that’s God’s job, we can strive to reflect God to all (and I mean all) that 

we come in contact with. This is our task as the people of God. The world needs healers now more than ever. 

The world needs relationships that embrace diversity and encourage mutual respect. 

As we head into the season of choosing who will lead our nation, this task of leading with God’s eye is even 

more important. Let us choose based upon our relationship with God instead of upon fear, suspicion, and 

greed. 

 

         Yours in Christ,  

         Pastor Brian     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Administrative Board 
 

We had our Administrative Board meeting in September and had much to talk about. A major item on the 

agenda was the after school program we are coordinating with the Mecklenburg County Public Schools. The 

program (SHEEP) acronym will begin in early October. Nancy Merrel is heading up this project. Contact 

Nancy to volunteer. Thanks to those who have already volunteered to give their time. We also discussed the 

many projects we completed this summer such as the parking lot paving, new roof, etc. We came in under 

budget by about $5,000. There are other projects to be completed such as new roof on rental house and 

parsonage kitchen renovation. Thanks to Stuart Taylor and Mickey Moore for dedicating their time to see the 

projects to completion. Budget wise we are doing well. Our apportionments are current and we are on track 

to meet our other obligations. As I have said in the past, it takes a considerable budget to keep our facilities 

in good repair and operating efficiently. Without your financial commitment we could not accomplish our 

tasks. Our pastor reports that there are many exciting programs coming soon as we go into advent season. 

Also, we have the youth and children’s programs to look forward to. Again, I want to thank all those who 

give of their time and service to our church. We couldn't do without you. God Bless.   

              

         -Glenn Barbour 
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                -Angie Calhoun and Jeremy Lambert 

 

2017 Budget Request 
 

It is time to submit requests for the 2017 church budget. I am requesting that all committee chairs who have 

input to please notify me or the Finance Committee for your expected needs in 2017. Specifically, we need 

input from SPR, UMYF, Evangelism, Stewardship, Mission, and Music. Please contact the church if you 

need the current 2016 budget. Thanks for your interest in our church. Our goal is to have a draft budget by 

Oct. 11.  

                -Rick Carroll, Treasurer 
 
 

Update on the SHEEP Program 
 

Monday, October 3rd is an exciting day as we begin partnering with South Hill Elementary students. Can't 

wait to meet the bus and greet these precious sheep. The room is ready and so are all the volunteers. We'll 

keep you updated with the great progress!         

                -Nancy Merrel 
 

        

 

Our Youth Are Very Busy  
 

Our Youth Group has a busy 

October planned, starting off 

with working the Methodist 

Men's Brunswick Stew sale and 

the Harvest Festival.  You might 

notice some of our Youth in the 

Liturgist position at the 11am 

worship service.  Look for more 

Youth involvement in the 

coming months.  The weekend 

of October 15 will be packed 

with an outing to the House of 

Fate, a long awaited Lock-In and 

concluding with enjoying the 

Men's Breakfast on Sunday 

morning with their 

dads.  Finally, thank you again 

and again to all of those who 

financially support our 

youth.  We appreciate this more 

than you know! 
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ON MY KNEES 

         

I am on my knees Lord; my head bowed to pray.                                     

I need to talk to you about the devil in my day. 

He is working hard to get me to do things that go against you;             

But I’m fighting back and using your strength to get me through. 

So many things I question about those who don’t put you first. 

I try to live right yet the devil is doing his worst,  

Tempting, testing, and pulling me all around;  

But I am trying to stand tall and hold my ground. 

I know you won’t let me fall as I get close to the edge;  

I may stumble and lose my balance, but I won’t let go of the ledge. 

I will hold on to the threads of your garment even the tattered hem. 

The evil spirits may be doing their best to dance around to get me to join them;  

But I dance to the beat of the heavenly drums and angels that sing. 

I have my own spiritual guide that holds me and takes me under his wing;  

As I follow the path that takes me to so many greater things.  

I will welcome the outcome no matter what it brings. 

I am on my knees Lord, as I pray for me to be the best person I can be. 

I need to let you be my warrior to fight and make the devil flee. 

My soul cries out for peace of mind and keeping love in my heart;  

Forgiving and moving on is sometimes the hardest part. 

Thank you, Lord, for listening and hearing my thoughts and pleas. 

I give it all to you now to handle and will hold onto my faith as I rise from my knees. 

I am still hanging on as I go about my life and continue through the day. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, my Savior, and when I need him again I will be on my knees to pray. 

          -Lisa Clary © 2016 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 

Otitis Externa 
 

Otitis Externa is a bacterial or fungal infection of the outer ear canal, this is the area from the eardrum to the 

outside of the ear; sometimes called "swimmer’s" ear. Possible causes of infection include: swimming in 

dirty water, moisture remaining in the ear after swimming or bathing, mild injury to the ear, objects stuck in 

the ear, and cuts or scrapes on the outside of the ear. The first symptom of infection is often itching in the ear 

canal.  Later, signs and symptoms may include swelling and redness of the ear canal, ear pain, and pus 

coming from the ear.  The pain may be worse when pulling on the earlobe.  

DIAGNOSIS: Your healthcare provider will perform a physical exam.  A sample of fluid may be taken from 

the ear and examined for bacteria or fungi. 

TREATMENT: Antibiotic ear drops are often given for 10 to 14 days.  Treatment may also include pain 

medicine or corticosteroids to reduce itching and swelling. 

PREVENTION: Keep your ear dry, use the corner of a towel to absorb water out of the ear canal after 

bathing or swimming.  Avoid scratching or putting objects in your ear.  This can damage the ear canal or 

remove the protective wax that lines the canal, this makes it easier for bacteria or fungi to grow.  Avoid 

swimming in lakes, polluted water or poorly chlorinated pools.  You may use ear drops made of equal parts 

of rubbing alcohol and white vinegar, put 3-4 drops in each ear after swimming. 

SEEK MEDICAL CARE IF:  You have a fever, your ear is still red, swollen, painful or draining pus after 3 

days of beginning treatment,  if you have a severe headache, you have redness, swelling, pain or tenderness 

in the area behind your ear, or you continue to have vertigo, nausea and/or vomiting. 

  

          -Shirley Wetherbee 
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Teddy Bear Brigade 
 

Once again the South Hill Rotary Club, as one of their international projects, is collecting stuffed animals for 

the Operation Teddy Bear project for Gleaning for the World. South Hill United Methodist Church and Girl 

Scout Troop 3263 and 977 will also be helping again this year to make this project a success. You can drop 

off your stuffed animal donations at South Hill United Methodist Church, Town and Country Cleaners, or 

Southside Insurers. Please deliver your donation no later than November 21
st
. If you would also like to help 

defray shipping costs, you may leave $1.00 for each bear being donated. Thank you for your consideration of 

this request. More details will be available in SHUMC’s October Messenger. 

       -Lisa Clary 

UMW Potato Luncheon Sunday, October 9 following 11 am service. Tickets available. 

 

  
 

                                                                                                           

  
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
  

 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we can add it to our records. 

 

Children’s Christmas Play Practice Begins 
 

Children’s Christmas Play practice will begin Oct. 2 from 5 – 6 pm. Please come join us as we prepare for a 

wonderful Christmas play. 

 

October 1 Marcus Fuller 

October 2 Kimberly Barbour 

October 2 Chris Clary 

October 2 Benjamin Ringo 

October 3 Charles Wright 

October 4 Roberta Payne 

October 6 Dustin Spears 

October 8 William Stanley 

October 9 Lewis Nichols 

October 10 Hilary Hettich 

October 10 Tyler Howerton 

October 11 Virgil Peters 

October 11 Pat Wall 

October 12 Cathy Howerton 

 

 

October 23 Gary Creamer 

October 23 Heather Crocker   

October 24 Steve Tanner 

October 25 Peggy Conner 

October 25 Matthew Lynch 

October 25 Julia Taylor 

October 26 Glenn Barbour 

October 27 Mary Coulter 

October 28 Doris Morris 

October 29 Matt Farnsworth 

October 29 Dylan Shafer 

October 30 Daniel Gwaltney 

October 31 Georgia Shoop 

October 31 Doris Turner    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

October 12 Erik Jones 

October 12 Brian Pearce 

October 13 Warren Edwards 

October 14 Mickey Moore 

October 15 Robert Thompson 

October 17 Johnathan Nichols 

October 17 Roger Tanner 

October 19 Kim Clary 

October 20 Dwayne Gwaltney 

October 21 Connie Hendrick 

October 21 Glenda Tucker 

October 22 Emma Lou Banfield 

October 22 Wella Crowder 

October 22 Midge Shipley 
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 Upcoming Events 
   

October 1    United Methodist Men stew sale 
     Heritage Day (Farmer’s Day) 
October 2  5:00 pm  Children’s Christmas Play Practice 
October 3  3:30 pm  SHEEP begins  
October 4  9:00 am  5 Talent Academy  
   2:00 pm  UM Women at 610 N Brunswick Ave. 
October 8            11:30 am  District Conference  
     at Crenshaw United Methodist Church 
October 9             12:00 pm UM Women’s Potato Luncheon 
October 13  7:00 pm  Charge Conference SHUMC 
October 16  8:00 am  UM Men’s Breakfast 
October 18            10:00 am  Bible Study 
October 19        6:30 pm  Bible Study 
   7:30 pm  Choir 
October 23  3:00 pm  South Hill Music Club Organ Concert 
     Jimmie Crowder – Organist 
October 30            12:15 pm  Fellowship Luncheon (covered dish) 
November 13    Heritage Sunday 
November 15  5:30 pm  Finance Meeting 
November 20     Council on Ministries and Admin. Board meetings 
 

 
 

                          Church Staff 

Rev. Brian Siegle  Pastor    

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. Music Director/Organist 

Christine West  Administrative Assistant  

Carolyn Black  Sexton 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 

 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 
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www.southhillumc.org 

http://www.south/

