
   
     

 
 

 
 

                                                    
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Fun Nights 
Open to all church families and friends. 

 
Wednesday, June 15- MISSIONS NIGHT 

6pm at SHUMC Playground Pavilion - Pizza will be served. 

We will create a missions craft to donate to children in need. 

RSVP: Sidney Burke (burkex4@embarqmail.com; 774-4710; 955-2136) 
 

                           Wednesday, June 22 - POOL NIGHT 

6pm at the South Hill Country Club 

Hot dogs will be served - Please bring a potluck side dish or dessert. 

RSVP: Kathy Reese (bkreese@embarqmail.com; 447-7705) 

$5 for nonmembers of SHCC to swim. 
 

Wednesday, June 29 - MUSIC NIGHT 

6pm at SHUMC Playground Pavilion 

Fried Chicken will be served - Please bring a potluck side dish or dessert. 

Come enjoy a dinner and then a praise concert in the sanctuary. 

RSVP: Debra Pearce (drpearce@embarqmail.com; 447-3168) 
 

For meal planning purposes, please RSVP to each event.  Bring a friend! 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

 

May 2016 
 

May 22nd 
11:00 a.m. 

On June 9-10 we are hosting  
4K for Cancer Cyclists 

Find out how you can help.   
See page 3 

 

mailto:burkex4@embarqmail.com
mailto:bkreese@embarqmail.com
mailto:drpearce@embarqmail.com
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The Pastor’s Pen:       

“When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together 

in one place. 
 
Suddenly a sound from heaven like the 

howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where 

they were sitting.
 
They saw what seemed to be 

individual flames of fire alighting on each one of 

them. 
 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled 

them to speak.”  
 
…When the crowd heard this, they were deeply 

troubled. They said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 

Peter replied, “Change your hearts and lives. Each of you must be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for 

the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you, your 

children, and for all who are far away—as many as the Lord our God invites.” 

Acts 2:1-4, 37-39 (Common English Bible) 

 

The other day, I took a breath and thought how nice that it is that we have finished our busy season 

and things will slow down some. Then, I looked at the calendar. While it doesn’t look as solidly full as it did 

a short time ago, what is on the calendar is important, and exciting. In just May alone, we celebrate our 

mothers and our families, our youth and our graduates, and Pentecost. 

In Acts, we see the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples at Pentecost, just as Jesus said it 

would. It is the day that we remember as the birthday of the Church. But what I find amazing about the 

encounter are the verses that come later. After the crowd that had assembled heard the disciples’ speaking in 

languages and received Peter’s preaching, they asked what they should do. Peter’s response is clear: repent 

and believe, and the Holy Spirit would be available to them, too. Pentecost wasn’t just the beginning of the 

Church; it was the beginning of a world transformation, one heart at a time. 

To me this means that we need to use the spring and Pentecost as a time to renew our commitment to 

God and our witness to the world around us. They, too, can receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Sometimes, I 

fear, however, that we want it all to ourselves. Somehow we are afraid to share the Good News of God’s love 

shown through Jesus’ Resurrection. It’s almost as if we have come to believe that in sharing, we have less to 

give or that we’ll run out. Funny thing about God’s love: the more we give, the more we have to give. I know 

it’s not how the world works, but it is how God works. All of the celebration and public display this year are 

part of an intentional effort to have the church at the forefront of life in this town. 

And so, as we head through Pentecost into the summer, let us do so with spirits that seek the guidance 

and strength of the Holy Spirit. Let us do so with eyes open to where God’s eyes see need in the community 

around us. Let us look at all we meet with the love that God clearly has for all of creation. And once we have 

seen, we can act. The world is hard enough. We need to be part of the solution, pointing others to God’s 

Grace and Love, through whatever means God puts before us. Let us have the faith to follow, even if (or 

especially if) we don’t see how it all fits together, yet! 

                                                                                                Yours in Christ, Pastor Brian 

 

 
The Youth Group meeting has special guest on May 15

th
. 

April was a quiet month for the Youth, but we are in full preparation for our Youth Sunday 

service.  Youth are practicing their stick routine under the direction of the very talented JoBeth 

Hardin.  Please join us for Youth Sunday on May 22 at 11am. 

The Youth are looking forward to a special guest at their May 15 meeting.  Mr. Paul Nichols, 

Superintendent of Mecklenburg County Public Schools will share his testimony and engage in discussion 

with the Youth.  Pizza will be served. 

Thank you for the stuffed animals for the Christmas boxes.  May's box packing idea is HYGIENE 

ITEMS.  You may drop them off with any Youth member or in the Youth Room.  Thank you! 
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South Hill UMC is hosting 24 cyclists overnight on June 9-10. 

Contact Mary Hardin 636-8237 if you can help with dinner or breakfast.  

4K for Cancer, a program of the Ulman Cancer Fund for Young Adults, 

is a non-profit organization dedicated to supplying support, awareness 

and education for young adults with cancer. They accomplish this doing 

community service and outreach activities during their 4000 mile cross-

country bike ride from Baltimore, MD to San Diego, CA. 

 

 
 

 

Missions Update 
The Missions Committee would like to thank all the volunteers who 

make its outreach at The Upper Room Ministry possible. Because of all of the 

hard work, donations, and continual support from the congregation and 

community, the Missions Committee has been able to fund 10 local and global 

mission projects so far this year. God is good! Additionally, special thanks go to 

the Betty Kidd and her family for donating the majority of the furniture in her 

house. It will either be used as emergency furniture for families in crisis or sold 

and the money used for more mission outreach. 

 

 

 

 

Leadership 
Believe it or not, it is time to be thinking about leadership 

for 2017! We do have some committees that are required by our 

Book of Discipline, and these are all important. However, most of 

our leadership should be based on needs around us and the skills of 

the individuals within the congregation. So, if you see a need that 

needs to be addressed, or you have a skill that you would like to 

use, please let Pastor Brian know. Remember, just because we 

haven’t ever done it doesn’t mean we can’t, and just because it 

didn’t work before doesn’t mean that now isn’t the right time! 

 

 

 

 

Property 
The Trustees and Property Committees would like to thank the 

entire congregation for its continual support of the Capital 

Improvement Fund. That fund, coupled with a few other existing 

funding sources, is enabling repairs and upgrades to the church facility. 

Coming soon are a new sanctuary roof followed by a repaired, painted, 

and updated sanctuary, a repaired and repaved paved parking lot, and 

improved accessible parking. Other upgrades to the church and 

parsonage are needed, but are on hold until the Capital Improvement 

Fund grows to be able to fund them, and that depends on all of us. 
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Stop Hunger Now Update 
         We are delighted to announce that the meals from your meal packaging event on 

February 16, 2016,  have been shipped in a container totaling 282,312 meals from our 

Richmond, VA warehouse. The meals will be received by our in-country partner 

Highlands Friends of Haiti in Haiti. 

        The LaPleiade School and 7 other rural schools in the area of Cange, Haiti reach 

more than 2,500 needy school children with their school lunch feeding program. 

Founded in 1995 in connection with Zanmi Lasante (Partners in Health), La Pleiade 

has been faithfully serving to better the lives of children in rural Haiti, along with the 

network of other rural schools. This feeding program furthers the goals of the schools 

as these meals have both a short and long term effect on the community, schools, and on both the students 

and their families. When students are hungry, grades suffer. With meals, health improves, grades improve, 

and school attendance improves. A hot meal at school is often the only food these students will receive. 

        Thank you for volunteering with Stop Hunger Now. We truly appreciate your dedication and 

commitment to the vision of a world without hunger. 

                                                                                            Mike Nelson, Program Manager, Stop Hunger Now 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

A World to Change  
By: Lisa E. Clary ©2016 

 

A world to change?  What difference would it make? 

And how much animosity and hate would it really break? 

To find a way to do better things for good. 

On all levels if only we would. 

To change the world: What a challenge to meet. 

It has to be compromise on all parts as it is a two way street. 

To bring everyone together to the offer the best for all; 

To create a world that withstands any fall. 

To change the world means a world of change to some goals. 

We need to be one and act as a whole. 

A changing world day by day as we live like it is our last. 

Time rushes on and soon today is over and it is the past. 

True believers know that change is going to come. 

Great news for those who look forward,  but not so much for some.  

When the world comes to an end someday 

We should all be in accord. 

Because when the world changes for the future,  

We will be rising up to meet the Lord.  

 A changing world is already taking place  

We will know why when we see the heavenly father’s face. 

He has all the right answers and they won’t seem so strange. 

It is a changing world we live in and it is really only his to change. 
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Health & Welfare Committee 
CARPAL TUNNEL SYNDROME (CTS) 

CTS is tingling, aching, pain or numbness on the thumb side if your hand that can stretch across your 

palm, through your fingers and even up your forearm. CTS can make it painful to do anything that involves 

flexing your wrist, such as using a keyboard, holding a steering wheel or even grasping a bag. CTS is a common 

and often disabling condition most often associated with data entry and general computer use, but it can affect 

anyone who performs repetitive hand motions.  It occurs in women more often than men and occurs frequently 

among people with rheumatoid arthritis or diabetes. 

  Treatment for CTS should begin as early as possible, under a doctor's direction. Underlying causes such 

as diabetes or arthritis should be treated first.  Initial treatment generally involves resting the affected hand and 

wrist for at least 2 weeks, avoiding activities that may worsen symptoms and immobilizing the wrist in a splint 

to avoid further damage from twisting or bending.  In special circumstances, various drugs can ease the pain and 

swelling associated with CTS, Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, such as aspirin, ibuprofen and other 

nonprescription pain relievers may ease symptoms that have been present for a short time or may have been 

caused by strenuous activity. Corticosteroids can be injected directly into the wrist or in the case of prednisone, 

it can be taken orally.   Stretching and strengthening exercises can be helpful in people whose symptoms have 

abated.  These treatments should be supervised by a physical therapist or an occupational therapist.  

Surgery for CTS is one of the most common surgical procedures in the United States.  Generally 

recommended if symptoms last for 6 months, surgery involves severing the band of tissue around the wrist to 

reduce pressure on the median nerve. Surgery is done under local anesthesia and does not require an overnight 

hospital stay.  Although symptoms may be relieved immediately after surgery, full recovery from CTS can take 

months. Some patients may experience nerve damage, stiffness and pain at the scar and some patients may need 

to adjust job duties or even change jobs after recovery from surgery. 

Recurrence of CTS following treatment is rare.  The majority of patients recover completely. 

                                                                                                                                            Shirley Wetherbee 

 

May 1   Becky Crowder 

May 1   Alex Graham 

May 2   Bill Hudson 

May 2   Darryl Morris 

May 3   Bobbye Ringo 

May 4   Kimberly Carroll 

May 5   Mary Dugger 

May 6   Cynthia Davis 

May 6     Donna Worley 

May 7     Ken Sims 

May 9     Ann Baxter 

May 9     Evelyn Lambert 

May 12   Mary Johnson 

May 12   Beverly Walker 

May 14   Tamara Gwaltney 

May 14   Linda Thomas 

May 16   Chance Barbour 

May 16   Sandra Griffith 

May 16   Joseph Taylor, Jr. 

May 17   Kaitlin Reese 

May 17   Devin Chinault 

May 18   Rob Black 

May 18   Meredith Graham 

May 18   Shaun Hardee 

May 18   Landon Hayes, III 

May 21   Taylor Jackson 

May 21   Angela Poythress 

May 22   Sherri Howerton 

May 22   Bob Edwards 

May 23   Stacy Archer 

May 25   Nancy Hunt 

May 25   Joe Ware 

May 26   Johnathan Burruss 

May 30   Kevin Faulconer 

May 31   Lisa Clary 

 

 

 
If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we can add it to our records. 
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General Conference 2016: Major Legislative Issues 
Below is a highlight of just a few of the several major issues delegates will face at the 2016 General Conference. 
 

Church Structure/Powers 
     Restructuring General Church Delegates will consider a number of proposals to restructure the ministries of the 

general church. Several proposals focus on the Connectional Table. However, a proposal that has drawn perhaps the 

greatest amount of attention is Plan UMC Revised, which aims to restructure the church’s general agencies. 

Key components of Plan UMC Revised: 

 It gives the Connectional Table new authority to elect top executives for United Methodist Discipleship 

Ministries and the general boards of Global Ministries, Church and Society, and Higher Education and Ministry 

following nominations by the agencies’ boards.  

 It authorizes the Connectional Table executive general secretary to evaluate these agencies’ top executives 

annually. It includes possible dismissal of such executives, “based largely in part on the degree of cooperation 

and collaboration with other agencies toward the goal of making disciples of Jesus Christ.”  

 It details the Connectional Table’s authority to evaluate agencies based on how they direct the flow of energy 

toward vital congregations and carry out the mission of the global church. 

 It reduces the size of some agency boards, while increasing representation from outside the United States, 

especially Africa. It reduces the size of the Connectional Table from 59 to 45 members. 

 

     The Association of Annual Conference Lay Leaders will present legislation that would empower General 

Conference to override a Judicial Council ruling of unconstitutionality. The lay leader group’s report concludes that 

such power would leave the Judicial Council in place for resolving conflicting paragraphs of the Book of Discipline, 

making initial decisions of constitutional review, deciding appeals from church trials and reviewing a bishop’s 

decisions of law.  

 

The Church 
      In 2012, the General Conference assigned the Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters to assist in 

developing a truly global Book of Discipline. Unlike U.S. jurisdictions, central conferences have authority under the 

United Methodist Constitution to make “such changes and adaptations” to the Discipline as missional needs and 

differing legal contexts require. The standing committee, in consultation with the Committee on Faith and Order, 

must recommend to General Conference which portions of the Discipline are not subject to adaptation.  

      The standing committee has 39 members, three from each jurisdiction and central conference, as well as three 

from the General Board of Global Ministries. It is the only denomination-wide body in which most members are 

from outside the United States. Focus of the committee’s work is to assess the Discipline, Part VI, Organization and 

Administration, which contains material most directly related to organizing ministry in the central conferences. 

Committee members express hope that the 2020 General Conference would approve a “General Discipline” with a 

worldwide outlook and possibly fewer paragraphs. The committee will make available to 2016 delegates a draft of a 

shorter version of Part VI and receive feedback.  

      General Conference has determined the following parts of the Book of Discipline should apply to all United 

Methodists and are not subject to local adaptation. To change any of the following would require General 

Conference action: The Constitution, Doctrinal Standards and Our Theological Task, The Ministry of All Christians 

and The Social Principles. 

      Concurrent with the work of the standing committee, the General Board of Church and Society has held global 

consultations on the Social Principles. These principles are not church law, rather, “prayerful and thoughtful … to 

speak to the human issues in the contemporary world.” The consultations are a first step in developing more global 

Social Principles, a process that will last at least through 2020. 

 

Clergy Matters 
     The 2013-16 Ministry Study Commission, formed by the 2012 General Conference is proposing significant 

changes in the ordination process for elders and deacons and standards that are more rigorous for local pastors. The 

2012 General Conference asked the commission to tackle a range of issues, including “the nature and grounding of 

the elder” and education for local pastors, whose numbers continue to grow. 

     The most dramatic proposal, known as “early ordination” but termed “reshaping the ordination process” by the 

commission, would move ordination to the front end of the process – at the time a candidate is elected to provisional 
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membership. Currently, those who have met educational requirements to be ordained as an elder or deacon must 

serve as a provisional member of their annual conference for at least two years. These candidates are ordained during 

the annual conference session at which they are elected to full membership. Rationale offered by commission leaders 

includes concerns that The United Methodist Church is losing clergy candidates because the current process is so 

lengthy. One concern that has surfaced from annual conference boards of ordained ministry involves what would 

happen if a candidate were ordained, then does not achieve full membership. In that case, the commission notes, the 

ordination would no longer be valid in the United Methodist understanding. 

     The commission report includes issues affecting licensed local pastors, including strengthening the mandated 

course of study. It would also eliminate one requirement for local pastors who want to apply for provisional 

membership and get on the track to ordination as an elder. They would no longer have to be at least 40 years old. 

     Another proposal would give deacons more flexibility to preside at the celebration of sacraments, and all clergy 

would get additional ongoing formation through mentoring and covenant groups. 

     The Association of Annual Conference Lay Leaders is introducing several pieces of legislation on clergy matters, 

including revisiting the issue of security of appointment in the constitution, requesting a role for the lay leader in 

appointment-making and requesting that the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry conduct a study of the 

number of United Methodist seminaries. 
New Hymnal 

Discipleship Ministries is proposing a new hymnal that would use digital technology to provide music and worship 

resources, customizable to meet the needs of different faith communities. The Hymnal Revision Committee at 

Discipleship Ministries would have primary responsibility for the content of the hymnal. While part of the collection 

of music and resources would be uniform across all versions, another part would contain additional hymns, songs 

and worship resources that the user could select. The hymnal collection would go to the 2020 General Conference 

for approval. 

 

Social Principles 
At the request of the General Conference and the Connectional Table, the General Board of Church and Society is 

continuing to develop revised Social Principles for a worldwide church in the following areas: 

Abortion     Immigration 

Creation Care/Environment   Racism/Xenophobia 

Disabilities     Religious Freedom 

Economics and Finance   Sustainable and Responsible Investments 

Human Sexuality    

 

Resolutions 

Many petitions deal with the United Methodist Book of Resolutions. Annual conferences have submitted resolutions 

on a wide variety of subjects, including health care, prayer and support for veterans, income inequality and a request 
to cross-reference the Book of Discipline with the Book of Resolutions. 

Budget 
GCFA and the Connectional Table are proposing a budget of $611.4 million to support apportioned general funds for 

2017-20. This represents an increase of 1.4 percent over the previous quadrennium. The budget for 2013-16 

operations was the first time a smaller budget went before General Conference. 

Of every dollar given in the offering, approximately: 

 85 cents stays in the local church to pay salaries and provide a building for worship, hymnals, heat and air 

conditioning, vacation Bible school resources and more. 

 7 cents goes to district, annual and jurisdictional conferences to provide camps and retreats, continuing 

education for laity and pastors, confirmation rallies, new-church starts and more. 

 6 cents goes to “designated giving” such as The Advance, World Service Special Gifts, church-wide special 

Sundays and other causes. 

 2 cents goes to the general church. That is where, together, we help build new churches, prepare clergy and lay 

leaders, provide continuing education for pastors, send students to college and seminary, pay missionary 

salaries, expand Bible studies, serve with other faith traditions through interdenominational and ecumenical 

work, ensure financial oversight and accountability of church funds, engage in diverse life-changing ministries 

and more. 
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 Upcoming Events 
   

Tue., May 3  2:00 PM U.M. Women Circle (Ladies Bible Class room) 

Tue., May 3  5:30 PM Finance Committee 
May 7, 14, 21  8:00 AM Community Service Sales (The Upper Room Ministry) 

May 10-20    General Conference (Portland, Oregon) 
May 10 & 24  6:30 PM Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Sun., May 15  8:00 AM U.M. Men’s Breakfast 
Sun., May 15  6:00 PM Council on Ministries 
Sun., May 15  7:00 PM Administrative Board 
Sun., May 22            11:00 AM Youth Sunday 
Sun., May 22            12:15 PM Staff-Parish Relations Committee  
Mon., May 23    Newsletter Deadline 
 
Tue., June 7               11:30 AM U.M. Women Picnic 
June 9-10    Host Cyclists-4K for Cancer 
June 14  5:00 PM Missions Committee 
June 15, 22, 29 6:00 PM Summer Fun Nights 
June 17-19    Annual Conference (Roanoke) 

 

 

                          Church Staff 

Rev. Brian Siegle  Pastor    

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. Music Director/Organist 

DeAnne Irving   Administrative Assistant  

Carolyn Black  Sexton 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 
Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.com 

pastor@southhillumc.com 

www.southhillumc.org 
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South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
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