
       
 

 
 

                                   Host Church                                                Speaker 

March 2  South Hill Church of God    Carl Walker 

March 9   Gethsemane Baptist Church   Sandi Libhart 

March 16  South Hill United Methodist Church   Kevin Rosenfeld 

 

       
                                                 
One Great Hour of Sharing is Sunday, March 6 
On Sunday March 6

th
 United Methodists have an opportunity to turn our 

attention toward one cause. On One Great Hour of Sharing Sunday, we 

focus on carrying out Christ’s work of reconciliation in the broken places 

in our world. Our special offering supports the work of the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). UMCOR works 

domestically and internationally    (continued on page 7) 
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Prayer and Reflection 
The Southside Clergy Association is having Lenten Services at various local churches.  

Being mindful of people’s lunch hours, these brief services will begin at 12:00 PM and 

are followed by a light lunch at 12:30. 
 

Maundy Thursday 
March 24

th
  

7:00 pm 
 

Easter Celebration 
March 27 
11:00 a.m. 
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The Pastor’s Pen: Continuing the Lent Journey 
“My eyes are always looking to the LORD because he will free my feet 

from the net. Turn to me, God, and have mercy on me because I’m alone 

and suffering… Look at my suffering and trouble – forgive all my sins!… 

Let integrity and virtue guard me because I hope in you.” Psalm 25:15, 16, 18, 21 

 

As we journey through Lent, we intentionally move through a 

season that makes us uncomfortable. We really don’t like taking closer 

looks at ourselves, especially with regard to how well we follow God’s leading on our lives and our imitation 

of Jesus. I think the reason is that we really want to believe that we are good people doing as best we can. 

The problem is that we use others around us as the bar, not Christ himself. I recently heard about a pastor 

admitting to a colleague that he doesn’t take a day off because the Devil doesn’t. The colleague wisely 

responded that the pastor is probably using the wrong role model! That is true of our lives much of the time. 

We use the wrong basis for our evaluations.  

Instead, let’s use Lent to focus on our own lives more purposefully on God. We really don’t have 

time to worry about the sin of others, since if we’re worrying about our own, it’s all we can keep up with. Let 

us keep Lent by spending intentional time developing our relationship with God. We need to use devotions 

and intentional prayer time, fast from distractions (whatever they may be), and seek the will of God with 

everything we have. This way, we begin to recognize more fully the extreme love shown us by God through 

Christ. The more we recognize the depth of that love, the more the coming joy of Easter means, but also the 

more clearly the plight of the world becomes. The more clearly the plight of the world becomes, the more the 

love of God may convict us to do something about it. 

The evil of the world would love nothing more than for us to be silent as it slowly changes lives. 

Instead, we must defy the silence and speak out against hate, fear, and oppression. The silenced voices of the 

downtrodden and marginalized need to be heard. I just heard a new recording of “The Sound of Silence” and 

it is chilling. It reminded me of the line, “Silence like a cancer grows.” Cancer destroys lives; we know that, 

many of us personally. But silence in the face of evil destroys just as much. We must allow our time in Lent 

together to allow God to strengthen us to proclaim the incredible, life affirming, love strengthening, hate 

destroying message of Easter with everything we have and every voice we have. Let God’s message of love 

never be drowned out by polite silence. 

                                                                                        Yours in Christ, Pastor Brian Siegle 

 

  
Looking for all Prayer Warriors 

 
We are updating our Prayer Chain and also starting a group text as a way to contact people. Let Julia Taylor 

or the church office know if you would like to be a part of this ministry. 

 
Southside Tent Revival - April 7 and 8 at 7:00 pm 

George Wynn Memorial Park 
Just outside of Lawrenceville on the corner of Rt. 678 (Rose Drive) & Rt. 733 (Mallard Crossing Road) 

Rev. Jonathan Falwell, Thomas Road Baptist Church, Lynchburg 

Rev. Larry Wright, Heal the Land Ministries, Fayetteville, NC  

Rev. Clarence Brown, Annandale United Methodist 

www.sstrva.org 
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Board of Trustees Update 
A Board of Trustees meeting was held after worship on February 13

th
.  A primary responsibility of the 

Trustees is the care and maintenance of the church property. This covers the church, the parsonage, and the 

rental properties.  There are a number of major expenses facing us in the near future.  The roof over the 

sanctuary is in need of replacing resulting in several leaks in the ceiling.  Of course, this will result in the 

need for repair and painting of the entire sanctuary.  It has been many years since the roof was replaced and 

the sanctuary painted, so they have served us well. Also, the parking lot needs resurfacing badly as it is 

breaking up in a number of places.  The parsonage kitchen is in need of a major upgrade since it is over 45 

years old.  All of these are large expenses and will require considerable funding. 

Now for the good news! There was a time when we would have had to borrow these funds or simply 

delay addressing things that needed attention; however, because our church has had the foresight to set up a 

Capital Improvement Fund and a Permanent Endowment Fund, we have enough to handle the major part of 

these upcoming expenses. 

This is truly outstanding and on behalf of the Trustees, I thank you for your wonderful support.  You 

can see how valuable these programs have been to our church, and would encourage each of you to consider 

increasing your support of our Capital Improvement Fund to ensure our facilities will continue to be well 

maintained.  

Thank you.                                                          W.E. “Mickey” Moore, Chairman 

 
The Youth Group Is Caring and Sharing             

The Youth are excited about their upcoming Fusion and DNOW Youth Retreats! Please consider 

sponsoring our Youth by providing a dessert for the DNOW event. See Angie or Jeremy for details.  

The Youth had a terrific time at the Super Bowl party at the Siegle’s.  Thank you! And thank you to the 

Pizza Fairies that delivered in February! 

It's not too late to contribute to February's Christmas Box donation: Accessories! The donation item for 

March is Dental Hygiene Products.  Please consider donating to this worthy cause.  You may give your 

donations to any Youth who will deliver to the Youth Room. 

Thank you to all who participated in Souper Bowl of Caring.  This year, we collected $250 to donate to 

the local Bread Box.                                                         Angie Calhoun 

 

              

               
                                   Souper Bowl of Caring                                                                     Valentine Party 
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Spring Cleaning on Saturday, March 19 
starting at 9:00 a.m. 

   Come help us spruce up the church in anticipation of the Easter 

Resurrection Celebration! The more the merrier! There will be jobs 

for all ages: Wash windows, clean classroom closets, and more. Bring 

buckets, cleaning products/supplies, cloths/sponges, gloves, etc.   

 

 

 

 Stop Hunger Now Event Is a Huge Success 
The Stop Hunger Now event was a huge success and many thanks to all the volunteers that showed 

up. Missions asked for 40-50 volunteers and 47 signed up. We actually had over 70 in attendance.  Many 

from other churches supported this worthy cause. Your support of this project was much appreciated. Special 

thanks to all those that arrived early for set up and break down of the SHN equipment.  Many of the UMYF 

carried 50 pound bags of rice and protein. Also thanks to the ladies of the church for the cakes and 

refreshments.  

I think it is safe to say the makeup of the group was truly 50/50. Half over 50 years old and half under 

50.  There was a job for everyone. Thanks to our host representative Mike Nelson of the Richmond Stop 

Hunger Now Office. He made it a very fun event. His talk and knowledge of world hunger was well 

presented as he explained the logistics of filling 10,150 meal bags.  

Missions covered the $2950 cost from sales of the Upper Room Ministries. The church will track our 

serial-numbered meals and let the church members know where the meal bags actually are distributed to. For 

more photos, go to the church website.  Thanks to DeAnne Irving for keeping the volunteer list and Lisa 

Clary for the excellent news coverage leading up to this event.                     Rick Carroll, Missions Co-Chair 
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Testing Faith 

By Lisa E. Clary © 2016 
 

My faith has been tested but I am trying to hold on the best I can. 

I am standing with God by my side trying not to let go of his hand. 

The devil may run rampant and try to beat me down; 

But I will stand tall and firmly hold my ground.  

I may bend and sway, but I won't let Satan break me as he has in his plan. 

I will bow my head to pray and fight off the demons that I will never let land. 

He will throw hard things at me and make it a tough fight, 

But my Lord, my Savior will make it all come out right. 

I won't give in or let down my guard.  

No matter how weak I feel and no matter how hard. 

I will try to be stronger than whatever he throws at me. 

But sometimes it is not easy being the person I want to be. 

So many things that have made me stop and think about what it all means. 

Trying to understand that sometimes life is not what it really seems.  

He never gives us more that we can handle even when the devil is rising to smite. 

We just have to take grasp for the hem of his garment and hold on tight. 

It is hard when all seems to be letting you down, but just keep on reaching. 

Listen to his words when you read and believe in his teaching. 

The answer will come in his good time and you will know; 

It is how we learn from him and how we as Christians grow. 

I am trying Lord, even when it seems I am about to fail this faith test. 

I will remember that the outcome you provide will always be for the best. 

 

 

Help Us Help Those That Gave Us So Much 
      The Missions Committee is collecting supplies to give to Gleaning For The World who will distribute them 

to the VA Hospital in Salem, Virginia. 

 Food Items:  Individually wrapped snacks (such as chips, crackers, cookies, beef jerky, etc.), Candy, Instant    

and canned coffee, sugar free drink Kool-Aid type drink mixes. 

 Personal Care Items: Full size shampoo, soap/body wash, toothbrush/toothpaste, combs, razors 

 Clothing Items:  Men/Women briefs and t-shirts (XL & up), socks/slippers 

 Note cards and slightly used books are also welcomed. 

Mar. 1   Tom Flowers 

Mar. 2   Jessica Medlin 

Mar. 2   Cheryl McGarvey 

Mar. 5   Sharon Flowers 

Mar. 5   Anne Crowder 

Mar. 5   Kim Harper 

Mar. 6   Kenneth Jamison 

Mar. 7   Hayley Piercy 

Mar. 10   Lucy Queen 

Mar. 12   Landon Gittman 

Mar. 13   Denise Cox 

Mar. 14   Mattie Sue Montague 

Mar. 15   Helen Boswell 

Mar. 15   Ski Shook 

Mar. 17   Jo Ann Farnsworth 

Mar. 17   Jimmie Crowder, Jr.  

Mar. 18   Ann Hardin 

Mar. 18   Bill Wall 

Mar. 18   Tammy Whittemore 

Mar. 19   Bert Bowers, III 

Mar. 19   Mack Walker 

Mar. 19   Martin Wetherbee 

Mar. 20   Regan Tanner 

Mar. 21   Michelle Hente 

Mar. 23   Lee Warren 

Mar. 24   Linda Barbour 

Mar. 24   Alyssa Dugger 

Mar. 25   Hayden Harrelson 

Mar. 26   Elva Mae Curtis 

Mar. 27   Carrie Barbour 

Mar. 30   Howard Kinker 

Mar. 30   Angie Mills 

Mar. 31   Amelia Poythress 

Mar. 31   Courtney Randolph 

 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we can add it to our records. 
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Excerpt from the Bishop’s Monthly Column 
Friends, 

       It is spring!  Trees and flowers are celebrating the arrival of this new 

season.  We see new leaves and flowers everywhere.  May the grace and blessings 

of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you in this season of hope. 

       This month, we will continue our Lenten journey of reflection on the suffering 

and death of Jesus Christ. But this is not the end of our journey.  God raised Jesus 

Christ from the dead.  The power of sin and death was defeated, and the tomb of 

despair and fear was broken and opened to new life.  Christ is risen!  Yes, Jesus 

Christ our Lord is risen, indeed!!  Hallelujah! 

      . . . Another invitation is to the Conference-wide Day of Prayer/24-hour Prayer 

Vigil for General Conference (GC).  We used to have our Conference-Wide Day of 

Prayer for a church renewal around May 24, Aldersgate Day, but this year we set 

April 10 as our day of prayer.  We want to pray before General Conference in May and respond to the call for a 

24-hour Prayer Vigil for GC from the Council of Bishops.  I am very happy that each annual conference chose 

or was assigned one day for prayer for our upcoming GC.  This prayer movement will last for 131 days, from 

Jan. 1 to May 10, the opening day of GC.  The entire United Methodist Church (UMC) in the world has 131 

Annual Conferences. Our beloved UMC is facing serious challenges.  While our church has been declining and 

becoming an aging church, the world, our mission field, is changing rapidly.  We are also struggling and being 

divided over the issue of human sexuality.  We see and hear warning signs for the future of our denomination,  

      I believe this is the time to pray, the time to humbly seek the will and guidance of the risen Lord. 

Please pray that only the Holy Spirit will lead and guide our GC.  Pray for all delegates to lay down their 

agendas and open their hearts and minds to the head of our church, Jesus Christ.  Pray for God to give them 

humility, wisdom and depth of spiritual vitality to discern our Lord’s will and follow it.  Fill their hearts with 

love for our churches that their decisions may build up our churches. Without seeking God’s help and guidance, 

I think our upcoming GC will face many difficulties, frustrations and disappointments.  Many people are 

worried about the future of our UMC.  Now is the time to covert these worries and fears into prayer and trust in 

God.  Do we really believe in the power of Prayer?  Do we have an assurance of God’s answer to our prayers? 

      So, this is my second invitation.  I invite you to join our day of prayer on April 10.  Each district will soon 

develop a 24-hour Prayer Vigil for GC.  I invite you to join this prayer movement.  Please choose a time and 

devote some time to praying for a renewal and revival of our churches, especially for the upcoming GC.  Let us 

seek signs that prayer is making differences!  Prayer can bring a new future in our churches.   

      I am grateful for your consideration of these invitations.  May our Good Shepherd continue to lead all our 

journeys.     

In Christ,  

Young Jin Cho                  
(Full column may be found on the Bishop’s page at www.vaumc.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Lily Orders 
Orders are now being accepted for Easter Lilies to be placed on the altar on March 

27
h
.  If you would like to place an order in honor or memory of a loved one, please 

turn in your order form and payment no later than Monday, March 14
th

. Make 

checks out to South Hill UMC.    $12.00 Each 
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Health & Welfare Committee 
SCIATICA 

      Sciatica is pain, weakness, numbness or tingling along the path of the 

sciatic nerve.  The nerve starts in the lower back and runs down the back of 

each leg. The nerve controls the muscles of the lower leg and in the back of 

the knee, while also providing sensation to the back of the thigh, lower leg, 

and sole of the foot.  Sciatica is a symptom of another medical condition.  For 

instance, nerve damage or certain conditions, such as a herniated or 

slipped disk, bone spur on the spine, degenerative disc disease, pelvic injury or fracture, pregnancy or tumor 

(rare).  Any of these conditions can cause symptoms of sciatica.  Generally, sciatica only affects one side of the 

body. 

      Symptoms can vary from mild to very severe, they usually travel from the low back to the buttocks and 

down the back of the leg, symptoms can include: 

Mild tingling or dull aches in the lower back, leg or hip. 

Numbness in the back of the calf or sole of the foot. 

Burning sensations in the lower back, leg or hip. 

Sharp pains in the lower back, leg or hip. 

Leg weakness, severe back pain inhibiting movement. 

These symptoms may get worse with coughing, sneezing, laughing, or prolonged sitting or standing. Also, 

being overweight may worsen symptoms. 

      Your physician will perform a physical exam to look for common symptoms of sciatica. They may ask you 

to do certain movements or activities that would trigger sciatic nerve pain.  Other tests such as x-rays, blood 

tests, MRI or CT scan may be performed to find the cause of sciatica. 

      Treatment is directed at the cause of the pain, sometimes, treatment is not necessary as the pain and 

discomfort goes away on its own.  If treatment is needed, your physician may suggest: 

Over the counter medicines to relieve the pain. 

Prescription medicines such as anti-inflammatory medicine, muscle relaxants or narcotics. 

Applying heat or ice to the painful area. 

Steroid injections to lessen pain, irritation and inflammation around the nerve. 

Exercising and stretching to strengthen the abdomen and improve flexibility of the spine. 

Physical therapy.  

Surgery to eliminate what is pressing or pinching the nerve, such as a bone spur or part of a  

herniated disk. 

      If you have any symptoms of sciatica, consult your physician for treatment.      Shirley Wetherbee  

 

 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing:  Sunday, March 6
th

 
 (continued from Page 1)     
on projects that offer humanitarian relief and disaster response in ways that sustain communities. This work 

includes sanitation, clean water, sustainable agriculture, global refugee and migration response and much 

more.   

      Autumn 2015 brought to light just how broken and dangerous it is for some families around the world when 

men, women, and children began pouring out of Syria by the thousands. They were escaping incredible violence 

from a four-year civil war. UMCOR has had an active role in providing relief for those fleeing for safety in 

Syria and many other places around the world.   

      It can be overwhelming to know how to respond – how to act as Christ’s hands and feet in the wake of any 

sort of crisis, whether it is a natural or disaster or a great humanitarian need due to violence and persecution. 

Through our gifts, we serve as partners with the United Methodist Committee on Relief, assist ongoing mission 

and ministry and become closer to living as reconciled people around the world.   

      Please give thanks and give generously today and every day.   Please place your donation in an envelope, 

mark it “One Great Hour of Sharing”, and put it in the offering plate or the church office. 



8 

 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 
 

 Upcoming Events 
   

Tue., March 1  2:00 PM U.M. Women Circle at Ethel Klingenberg’s 
March 5, 12, 19 8:00 AM Community Service Sales at The Upper Room Ministry 

Sun., March 6    One Great Hour of Sharing 
Sun., March 6            12:15 PM Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
Tue., March 8  5:30 PM Finance Committee  
March 10-13    Light the Night and DNOW Youth Event 
Sun., March 13          12:15 PM Worship Committee 
Tue., March 15 5:00 PM Missions Committee  
Thu., March 17 7:00 PM Endowment Committee 
Sat., March 19 9:00 AM Spring Cleaning Day! 
Sun., March 20 6:00 PM Council on Ministries  
Sun., March 20 7:00 PM Administrative Board 
Sun., March 20   Palm Sunday 
Thu., March 24 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday Service 
Sun., March 27          11:00 AM Easter – Resurrection Celebration 
 
 

                          Church Staff 

Rev. Brian Siegle  Pastor    

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. Music Director/Organist 

DeAnne Irving   Administrative Assistant  

Carolyn Black  Sexton 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays 8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 
Bible Study:  Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.com 

pastor@southhillumc.com 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

Come on Palm Sunday to find 

out how South Hill UMC is 

going to be all around town. 

http://www.south/

