
       
 

 
 

“Birthday Party for Jesus” Sponsors 
Children 

The Birthday Party for Jesus is a long-time tradition at 

South Hill UMC when we celebrate the birth of Jesus by helping 

to purchase Christmas gifts for 10 needy children referred through 

Social Services. A program will be given on Sunday, December 

6
th

 at 9:45 AM in the chapel for all Sunday school classes. 

A Wish list for gifts is located on the bulletin board next to Dr. Bridger's Sunday School class. 

Practice for the program will take place on Friday, December 4 from 5:30 to 6:30 pm in the Chapel. Pizza 

will be served after practice. Please call Kathy Reese if you have any questions.  

Gifts should be brought to the December 6 program or delivered to the church office prior to that 

date. Social Services requested that the gifts not be wrapped.   

  

                 

                                                   

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

 

December 2015 – January 2016 
 

Christmas Play 
Sunday, December 13th  

at 11:00 a.m. 

Cantata   
December 20

th
 at 5:00 p. m. 
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The Pastor’s Pen 
Don’t Be Afraid 

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to 

you—wonderful, joyous news for all people. 
 
Your savior is 

born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord.
 
This is a sign 

for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying 

in a manger.” 
 
Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces 

was with the angel praising God. They said, 
“
Glory to God in 

heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors.”                                                                                      

Luke 2:10-14, Common English Bible 

 

The message of Christmas always seems to grab our attention. In fact, our whole culture goes crazy at 

this time of year. Granted, much of the excitement is over material goods. However, there is something 

different about this time of year. Maybe it’s the change in weather. Maybe it’s all the shiny decorations. But 

maybe, the message of Christmas is not completely lost in the hustle and bustle of the season. You see, there 

is a message of hope contained in the vision of angels to the shepherds. “Don’t be afraid. I bring good news 

to you – wonderful joyous news for all people!” In other words, fear no more because the Savior has come. 

Fear no more because God has entered the world. What makes this news even more amazing is that the long 

awaited Messiah came in an unexpected way – as a vulnerable child. 

It begs us to remember that God has repeatedly and continuously worked in history in unexpected 

and surprising ways. God chooses unlikely people to be leaders. God chooses unlikely times for action. God 

chooses unlikely methods to make plans come to fruition. This is probably because God has the advantage of 

timelessness and ultimate perspective. But that means that we need to recognize the superiority of God’s 

plans and God’s vision and yield our own. And this is hard, especially when we look at a small child in a 

simple feeding trough as the Savior of the World. But that’s the way God works. And I wouldn’t have it any 

other way. 

As we move through the beginning of the Christian year at Advent and the calendar year in January, 

let us work together to see God’s perfect vision and plan. Let us expect the unexpected, and look for God’s 

leading in unexpected ways and places without fear. “Don’t be afraid. I bring good news to you – wonderful 

joyous news for all people!” There is something amazing looming on the horizon, and I’m so excited to be 

part of whatever it is coming our way. Let us embrace God’s vision for this time and this place with the same 

excitement given by shepherds to an unexpected child in a manger in Bethlehem. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Brian Siegle 

 
 

 

 

Bible Study  - Advent   
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. and Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 

 

As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them . . . —John 17:18 

 

God sent Christ into the world as our Savior. That’s what Christmas is all 

about. In turn, Christ sends us into the world. But do we really understand 

how, where, and why we are sent? This five-week, Advent study by Jorge 

Acevedo challenges us through story, art, and Bible study to discover what 

it means to be Christ’s hands, feet, head, and heart. 
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Administrative Board 
We just had our last Administrative Board meeting for 2015. Here are a few things for your information. 

1 Our finances are in good shape currently.  

2. We have a major capital improvement project to complete hopefully this year. That project is repaving the 

parking lot and paving the small parking lot next to the playground. We also plan to install a sidewalk from 

that lot to the current sidewalk.  

3. There are a couple of roof leaks that Stuart Taylor, Property Chair, is taking care of that hopefully won't 

be a major expense. 

4. The budget for 2016 was approved. Copies can be obtained from the church office. 

5. Youth leader Jeremy Lambert reported on lots of activities the youth have going on. Please invite youth 

that may be interested in our UM Youth Fellowship to come to the meetings.  

6. Our pastor has lots of plans for the rest of the year. These are exciting ideas. Pass the word to folks that 

you do not want to miss the Christmas Eve service! 

I am truly excited about the things going on in the church. Please read your newsletter for 

announcements about our activities. Most of all please plan to participate. I do not think you will regret it. 

God Bless and see you in church.                                                                                      Glenn Barbour, Chair 

 

 

Missions 
Gleaning For The World Celebrates New Warehouse Opening 

 

Missions Committee Brenda Child, Doug Child and Rick Carroll and wife Sue attended the recent 

"Gleaning For The World" celebration for the opening of their new storage warehouse. Based in Concord, 

VA. Gleaning For The World has reached out to many disaster areas throughout the United States and 

abroad. Gleaning For The World is a faith-

based, humanitarian organization that strives 

to alleviate suffering at home and abroad, 

through the efficient delivery of high quality, 

life-saving supplies to the victims of poverty 

and natural disasters. Ron Davidson CEO 

quoted "We have been ranked The Most 

Efficient Large Charity in America” by 

Forbes Magazine, with 98% of donations 

going to programs to help the needy. To see 

more of Gleaning go to their 

website   www.gftw.org  

 

 

 

 

Inclement Weather 
In the event that worship service is cancelled due to inclement weather we will have it announced on: 

 The church website and Facebook page 

WRIC-TV channel 8 Richmond      www.wric.com 

 WRAL-TV channel 5 Raleigh        www.wral.com  

 And on the church office voicemail 

 

http://www.gftw.org/
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Youth Group  
The Youth Group has been busy with preparing for the Winter Carnival set for January 23, 2016.  Get ready 

for a fun time for families.  Thank you for all of your support with the annual Youth Bake Sale and Holiday 

Bazaar.  Dates for the Youth Retreat is February 26-27.  Mark your calendars! 

 

     
 

                                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

Winter Carnival 
 

Sponsored by  

South Hill UMC Youth Fellowship 

 

Saturday, January 23, 2016 
6:00 – 8:00 PM 

In the Church Social Hall 
 

 

Children ages 11 years and under 

are invited to join us for  
a night of free  

Fun, Food, Games & Prizes 

 

Dinner is provided. 

 

Bring a friend and join the fun!!! 
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Lay Servant Academy 
February 26-28, 2016 

 
The Lay Servant Academy is about equipping Laity (those who are 

not clergy) to carry out the mission of the church. All of the courses are open 

to anyone who would like to take one. Each course is designed to help those 

serving the local church learn more about leadership, personal faith 

development, and a deeper understanding of the United Methodist church. 

Lay Servant Ministries offers two avenues of recognition and training that go 

beyond the local church. Many of the courses offered this year will support 

those who are seeking to become Certified Lay Servants and Lay Speakers.  

 

Course 1. Leading Prayer: Enrich your own prayer life while learning how 

to be comfortable in leading others through prayer.  

Course 2. Preaching from Your Heart to Theirs: Practical tools for 

effective preaching are offered in this class designed for those who fill in for the pastor from time to time. These 

tools will also help those who teach in the church classroom as well as those who serve in leadership.  

Course 3. Spirituality and the Arts: Experience getting closer to God through hands on projects led by a very 

creative instructor. You don’t need to be an artist to learn from this workshop but you need a heart for artistic 

expression. Participants are encouraged to bring a digital camera or cell phone with build-in camera.  

Course 4. Transforming Evangelism: This course leads participants to learn from John Wesley how to practice 

relational evangelism that involves not only sharing our faith with others but also welcoming people into a 

community where they can grow in faith.  

Course 5. Basic Pastoral Care: This course offers insights into the life span and the dynamics of contemporary 

life to help church leaders reach out with God’s love and care to others.  

Course 6: Growing Spiritually through Daily Disciplines: During this course, participants will be guided in 

discerning God’s direction for their lives, practicing daily disciplines, and reaching out in love.  

Course 7. Music in Worship and Ministry: Music can be used in so many ways: worship, witness, evangelism, 

healing, celebrating, and as a spiritual discipline. Learn and share with each other how music of any kind can 

impact church ministry.  

Course 8. Revitalize the Church through Leadership Development Will your church still be making an 

impact in the community creating disciples of Jesus Christ 10 years from now? Learn how to identify and develop 

strong leaders who can be visionaries for your congregation. Learn about missional trends and discipleship 

ministries that can move your church from maintenance to missional excellence.  

Course 9. Basic Course This course is designed for those who have felt a gentle nudge or strong push to pursue a 

call to serve the church in a greater capacity. Begin the journey to a deeper faith by exploring how God can use 

you as you learn about all the opportunities and needs in the local church.  

Course 10. Ministerios de la oratoria laica–Curso básico  
Course 11. Curso Avanzado: Predicación.  

Course 12. Leading, Caring and Growing in Faith in the Second Half of Life: Latest statistics show that 

nearly 1/3 of our membership is 65+. Add to this the reality that approximately 50 million adult Americans in the 

Boomer Generation are unchurched and we realize that churches must be intentional in developing ministries 

which provide a place of welcome, spiritual nurture, and empowerment in ministry with aging adults. This 

advance LSM course is a practical guide for building these ministries. 

Course 13. Polity of the United Methodist Church Discover the ins-and-outs of the method of Methodism. 1) 

The Book of Discipline of the UMC; 2) The polity of the UMC; 3) To explore the theology, history, disciplines, 

and social principles of United Methodism in relation to the ministry and mission of the church in the world.  

Course 14: Vital Ministry through Vital Congregations  

Course 15: Discipleship Pathways  

 

For detailed event and registration information, visit the Virginia Conference website at 

www.vaumc.org/LayServantTraining 

 

 

http://www.vaumc.org/LayServantTraining
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Please join us in welcoming our new members  

who joined on Sunday, November 15th 
 

At the 8:45 a.m. Praise & Worship Service 

Joel and Mindy Shafer by transfer from Hendrickson UMC, Danville, 

Pennsylvania 

 

At the 11:00 a.m. Service 

Holly Siegle by transfer from New Hope UMC, Glenns, Virginia 

Anna Siegle transfers into the baptized/preparatory membership 

Al and Katherine Overholt by baptism and profession of faith 

 
 

 

 

Health & Welfare Committee 
The Benefits of Drinking Water 

Water is necessary for the proper function of every cell in the body, and it makes up more than 

two-thirds of the body's weight.  A mere 2% drop in the body's water supply can trigger signs of 

dehydration such as fuzzy memory, daytime fatigue, trouble with math and difficulty focusing on small 

print.  Visualize a plum and a prune; when we become dehydrated, our cells shrink like prunes making 

our brains and bodies sluggish.  No wonder we can develop headaches, muscle cramps and foggy brains.  

Try a glass or two of water instead if medication for your next headache, it might be all you need.  

Imagine how much slower blood travels to the organs and cells when it is thicker.  Your heart 

Dec. 3   Joshua Merrel 

Dec. 3   Charles Warren 

Dec. 5   Christy Stewart 

Dec. 5   Nick Faulconer 

Dec. 6   Nancy Conner 

Dec. 7   Mike Berryman 

Dec. 7   Brady Burke 

Dec. 9     Mason Mills 

Dec. 9     Jessica Pearce 

Dec. 10   Mindy Shafer 

Dec. 11   Jon Hardin 

Dec. 11   JoBeth Hardin 

Dec. 12   Anne Cole 

Dec. 12   Libbie Calhoun 

Dec. 16   Brian Crutchfield 

Dec. 17   Hilary Tackett 

Dec. 18   Sue Justis 

Dec. 18   Matthew Hunt 

Dec. 20   Jane Wells 

Dec. 20   Chuck Liles 

Dec. 21   Earl Rowley, Jr. 

Dec. 21   Josh McGarvey 

Dec. 22   Holly Gillispie 

Dec. 22   Lisa Rowley 

Dec. 23   Samantha Pearce 

Dec. 24   Holly Siegle 

Dec. 26   Ann Nichols 

Dec. 26   Marc Ballance 

Dec. 29   Jan Fussell 

 

 

 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we can add it to our records. 

Jan. 1     Lee Siegle 

Jan. 2     Madison Whittemore 

Jan. 7     Peter Hunt 

Jan. 9     Scott Jackson 

Jan. 12   Carrie Wilson 

Jan. 12   Brian Gittman 

Jan. 12   Buck Calhoun 

Jan. 13   Jeff Thompson 

Jan. 13   Clai Rudd 

Jan. 14   Herbert Lee Farrar 

Jan. 17   Ben Taylor 

Jan. 19   Garnet Queen 

Jan. 19   Kathy Sims 

Jan. 20   Philip Ware 

Jan. 22   Doug Child 

Jan. 25   Kyle Tanner 

Jan. 27   Amanda Shook 

Jan. 28   Amy Lynch 

Jan. 29   Henry Ponton 

Jan. 29   Cynthia Carter 

Jan. 29   Steven Furr 
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has to work harder, while oxygen and other essential nutrients arrive more 

slowly. This leaves you fatigued.  Water also protects the spinal cord and 

lubricates the joints.  It ensures that waste products move in and out of cells, 

and ultimately out of the body through sweat (which also regulates body 

temperature) and urine.  Without adequate hydration, the colon pulls water 

from stools, resulting in constipation. In digesting food, water helps make 

saliva, moistens the digestive tract and facilitates absorption of nutrients into 

the cells. 

For children the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics recommends those 

ages 4-8 get 1.3 liters daily but, exercise levels, climate and medications can 

affect how much a child needs. For ages 9-13 the recommendation jumps to 2.1 

- 2.4 liters daily. Don't presume that you or your child is getting enough water 

from processed drinks.  Sugar laden drinks can slow the absorption of water into the bloodstream, and 

caffeinated, salty or sugary drinks usually increase the amount of water an individual needs instead of 

actually satisfying thirsty.   

According to the assistant director of clinical nutrition at N.Y. Hospital, people think that when 

they start to get a little weak or have a headache, they need to eat something, but most often they need to 

drink water. 

                                                                                                                                          Shirley Wetherbee  

 

 

 

Chased in the Night 

By Lisa E. Clary © October 2015 

 

The devil seems to be continuously knocking at my door: 

Laughing maniacally when I say I am not answering anymore. 

Trying to take control as my life spins around and around; 

I have no say so and a solid foothold can’t be found. 

The evil grin of fanged, pointed teeth I see in my sleep; 

As I pray for peace and my soul to keep. 

The hot breath burns close to my skin and nips at my heels: 

As the calm of the night is swept away as it is something he steals. 

The flames are blistering hot and leap all around, 

As I try to hold on and stand my ground. 

Dancing colors of yellow, red and hot white, 

Light up the dreams as I push through the restless night. 

My prayers come fast to cover the vast emptiness I feel; 

In a nightmare of evilness, is it all not too real. 

Pitch black darkness as the devil continues to prod and poke at me. 

I just want relief and for him to let me be. 

Where is the light and where is the brightness of day? 

As I push away the blackness and continue to pray. 

The Lord is my secret weapon when the squinty eyed devil pushes right through. 

He will be surprised at what I have to offer and what I will do. 

I fight back and slay at what lashes out to destroy it all. 

I may sway and lose some ground, but I won’t fall 

The devil seems to knocking at my door but I won’t let him in. 

I have God on my side and I won't let you win; 

Slamming the door, you can tuck your forked tail and run 

Get behind me Satan as I win this battle and your evil work here is done. 
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 Upcoming Events 
   

Tue., Dec. 1    Picture Directory Appointments 
Tue., Dec. 1            11:30 AM U.M. Women Circle at Wilson’s Barbecue 

Wed., Dec. 2  2:00 PM Cluster Meeting at Cammie Puckett’s 

Dec. 5, 12, 19  8:00 AM Community Service Sales at The Upper Room Ministry 
Sun., Dec. 6  9:45 AM Birthday Party for Jesus 
Sun., Dec. 6  2:00 PM Christmas Parade 
Tue., Dec. 8  6:30 PM Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Sun., Dec. 13            11:00 AM Christmas Play 
Tue., Dec. 15  7:00 PM Finance Committee meeting 
Sun., Dec. 20  8:00 AM U.M. Men’s Breakfast 
Sun., Dec. 20  5:00 PM Chancel Choir Cantata 
Thurs., Dec. 24 5:00 PM Candlelight Service 
Dec. 25-1    Office closed 
 
Tue., Jan. 5  2:00 PM U.M. Women Circle at Gerry Nash’s 

Jan. 12 & 26  6:30 PM Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Sun., Jan. 17  8:00 AM U.M. Men’s Breakfast 
Sun., Jan. 17  6:00 PM Council on Ministries 
Sun., Jan. 17  7:00 PM Administrative Board 

Sat., Jan. 23  6-8 PM  Winter Carnival 

                          Church Staff 

Rev. Brian Siegle  Pastor    

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. Music Director/Organist 

DeAnne Irving   Administrative Assistant  

Carolyn Black  Sexton 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays at  

8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 

 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.com 

pastor@southhillumc.com 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

Check out the South Hill UMC float 

in the Christmas Parade – December 6
th

. 

And join us for hot cocoa in front of the church. 

http://www.south/

