
       
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Props needed for Heritage Sunday 
Period Furniture: Eighteenth century colonial (preferably rustic vs. formal). Wooden table (2-1/2 to 5 feet 

wide)-round is ok; Windsor back, ladder back or other period chairs (need at least 2-they may be a mix); 

Rocking chair; Wooden chest/trunk (for Wesley to stand on); Spinning wheel; Butter churn, Quilt rack & 

folded quilt; Basket of yarn; Basket of flowers.  
 

Put on Your “Smiley Face” 
  

Due to the great response an additional photography date has been added!  Tuesday, December 1, at 

2:00-9:00 p.m.  Appointments are still available on Thursday and Friday, November 12 and 13, at 8:40 and 

8:50 p.m. each night; and on Wednesday, November 25, at 2:00-9:00 p.m. 

 Sign up for portrait appointments at the table near the Music Room. You can also sign up on the 

church website www.southhillumc.org or by calling the 

church office.   

 There is no charge to you or the Church! You will 

receive a free complimentary 8x10 portrait and a directory 

for participating. You will view your pictures electronically 

at the time they are taken. (Of course you will be able to 

purchase additional portraits if you so desire but will not be 

pressured to do so).  Bring a non-perishable food item for 

The Bread Box on picture day and receive a $5 discount.  
Greeters are needed on the days the photographer is 

here. If you would like to volunteer, please call DeAnne at 

447-4761. 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

 

November 2015 
 

Heritage 

Sunday 

November 8
th

  
Two different performances 

 

11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
Covered dish luncheon following the 11:00 a.m. service 

 

 

 
 

http://www.southhillumc.org/
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The Pastor’s Pen 
Do You Know the Christian Connection to Halloween? 

               When you think of Halloween, what comes to mind? For a lot of people, Halloween has become 

synonymous with candy, costumes, scary stuff, witches, ghosts and pumpkins. But do you know the 

Christian connection to the holiday? 

The true origins of Halloween lie with the ancient Celtic tribes who lived in Ireland, Scotland, Wales 

and Brittany. For the Celts, November 1 marked the beginning of a new year and the coming of winter. The 

night before the new year, they celebrated the festival of Samhain, Lord of the Dead. During this festival, 

Celts believed the souls of the dead including ghosts, goblins and witches returned to mingle with the living. 

In order to scare away the evil spirits, people would wear masks and light bonfires. 

When the Romans conquered the Celts, they added their own touches to the Samhain festival, such as 

making centerpieces out of apples and nuts for Pomona, the Roman goddess of the orchards. The Romans 

also bobbed for apples and drank cider, traditions which may sound familiar to you. But where does the 

Christian aspect of the holiday come into play? In 835, Pope Gregory IV moved the celebration for all the 

martyrs (later all saints) from May 13 to November 1. The night before became known as All Hallow’s Eve 

or “holy evening.” Eventually the name was shortened to the current Halloween.  

The purpose of these feasts is to remember those who have died, whether they are officially 

recognized by the Church as saints or not. It is a celebration of the communion of saints, which reminds us 

that the Church is not bound by space or time. 

Many of the customs we now associate with Halloween are also derived from ancient celebrations. 

For example, the current custom of going door-to-door to collect treats actually started in Ireland hundreds of 

years ago. Groups of farmers would go door-to-door collecting food and 

materials for a village feast and bonfire. Those who gave were promised 

prosperity; those who did not received threats of bad luck. When an influx 

of Irish Catholic immigrants came to the United States in the 1800s, the 

custom of trick-or-treating came with them. 

Does your family carve a pumpkin to place on your porch for 

Halloween? If so, then you can once again thank the Irish for the tradition. 

Actually, the custom began with a turnip. People would hollow out the 

turnips and place lighted candles inside to scare off the evil spirits. When 

the Irish came to America, they discovered the pumpkin as a larger 

substitute for the turnip. And so, we now carve pumpkins instead of turnips 

for Halloween.
1 

We have so much history, and a lot right here in South Hill. I am so looking forward to celebrating 

All Saints Sunday and Heritage Sunday with you. And Advent is not far behind! We have an exciting fall 

season. Keep inviting friends, and keep sharing the wonderful news of Jesus Christ to the world around us. 

We have so much work to do, but with God’s help, we can really make a difference in real lives! 

                                                                                        Yours in Christ, Pastor Brian 
1Source: AmericanCatholic.org 

 

 

 

Bible Study Has Room for More 
Even though we have had to add more chairs, there is still room 

for you to join the Bible Study of the Parables on Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 

and Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.  We meet in the Ladies Bible Class, first 

floor of the Education Wing (no stairs). Each week is its own lesson so 

do not feel that it is too late to start. 
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Administrative Board: 
The United Methodist Men Stir Up Fellowship  

     

Just wanted to give everyone a final "stew report". I promise you will not hear anything about stew 

until next year. Everyone that purchased the stew has enjoyed it very much and the compliments are 

wonderful. We sold 417 quarts of stew. After paying Mr. Elmore and buying some minor supplies we 

cleared $1,183.43. These funds will be used by our United Methodist Men to further our mission inside and 

outside the church. All to the glory of God. 

 Our goal next year will be to sell 600 quarts! We can do it I am convinced. Thanks again to all those 

who bought stew and especially all those that helped sell the tickets and cook and distribute. I can't say 

enough about the fellowship that we shared that day (starting at 3:00 a.m.) and the men are still talking about 

that fellowship experience. "And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works" 

(Hebrews 10:24). See you in church. God Bless.   

                          Glenn Barbour, Chair 

 

 

Parsonage Open House 
 I wish to express my great appreciation for the Parsonage Open House hosted by Pastor Brian and his 

wife Holly a few weeks ago.  Even though the weather was rainy our spirits were not dampened.  I think I 

speak for all of our church when I say I was extremely proud of how nice the parsonage looked.  Thank you 

to Brian, Holly and Anna for all you did to make this such a nice event. 

                                                                  Mickey Moore, Board of Trustees Chair 

 

 

Potato Luncheon Funds Feed the Hungry 
The South Hill United Methodist Women are pleased to report that $529 was raised as a result of the 

recent Potato Luncheon.  We wish to thank all those who helped in any way in making this project 

successful.  Whether you bought a ticket, made a salad, gave a donation, or just came to eat, we appreciate 

your efforts.  Thank you also to the youth group for their help each year.  The above amount is being sent to 

the Society of Saint Andrew to help feed the hungry. 

Gerry Nash, UMW President 
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Youth Group  
November 22

nd
 Bake Sale  

Support Yearly Projects 
                                                                     

 The Youth were on FIRE in October as 

they made their mark in the Youth Room with a 

small mural on the wall. 

A great big THANK YOU goes out to the 

United Methodist Women for their generous 

donation  to the Youth Scholarship Fund! YG 

would also like to thank Mrs. Sidney Burke and 

Mr. Jimmy Hardin for joining us during October 

small groups. 

Bundle Up! YG will need a big bonfire to 

stay warm on a chilly November night.  Thank 

you to the Hardin’s for opening their field for a 

bonfire and fellowship on Saturday, November 

21.  Details are on Youth tab of the church 

website. 

 On Nov. 22, our Youth will hold their annual Bake Sale. A huge thank you to our church family for 

supporting this fundraiser. The funds from this event are used for yearly projects. 

Helping with the R.T. Arnold Library Holiday Bazaar is an annual event for Youth members. On 

Nov. 21 and 22, the Youth members will help vendors with moving their merchandise. They will also help 

clean the warehouse. 

As you can see, things are happening! If you are in grades 6 through 12, the UMYF would love for 

you to join with them in the Youth Room on Sundays at 6pm.  

 

 

 

Charge Conference Reports Are Due 
Charge Conference is Tuesday, November 23, at 7:00 p.m. at Providence UMC. The annual budget 

preparation is upon us again. The Finance Committee asks that all Chairpersons submit their request now.  

Reports from the Lay Servants, Ministry Groups (U.M. Men, U.M. Women, U.M. Youth Fellowship) and 

committees are due to the church office now.  Thank you to those who have already turned in reports. 
 

 

Teddy Bear Brigade Provides Love to Children 
South Hill UMC is a drop off site for the community to donate new 

and gently used teddy bears and stuffed animals that will be donated to 

Gleaning For The World.  The deadline is November 20
th

.  

Gleaning For The World provides comfort and security to children 

facing tough situations through the gift of a stuffed animal. These stuffed 

animals are distributed to children who have suffered abandonment, a 

natural disaster, sickness, disease and war.  Orphans, refugees, 

abandoned children – children who have nothing – are changed when 

they receive even this small gift as their own.  

During a crisis, the emotional toll on the children is severe. Around 

the world, many children never have a toy.  A stuffed animal can help a 

child begin the process of recovering from the emotional damage of 

poverty and natural disasters. 

http://southhillumc.org/?cat=6
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'Did You Know?' video highlights revitalization of existing congregations 
Did you know that since 2008 the Virginia Conference has been helping renew existing congregations by 

offering 5 Talent Academy events and "How to Reach New People" workshops? That's just one thing you 

can learn from a video featuring the Rev. Mark Ogren, director of Congregational Excellence, talking about 

Virginia Conference strategies to revitalize existing congregations. This very short (about one minute) video 

is the fifth in a series of videos featuring facts about The United Methodist Church – in the Virginia 

Conference, the United States and around the world. Produced by the Virginia Conference Communications 

office, the videos are posted on the conference website at www.vaumc.org/videos, on the conference 

YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/user/vaumcvideos and on the conference Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/vaumconf. 

 

♦ 5 Talent Academy: Stir Up the Fire: Wesley's Way of Making Disciples –November 10 
The 5 Talent Academy faith development event focused on small group ministry will be held at Ebenezer 

UMC in Stafford and will be live-streamed to nine other conference locations. Keynote speaker will be the 

Rev. Dr. Jim Harnish, former senior pastor of Hyde Park UMC in Tampa, Fla., and author of many books 

including A Disciple’s Path. Cost is $25 and .5 CEU will be offered. Group discounts are available. For more 

information and to register, go to www.vaumc.org/5Talent. 

 

♦ United Methodist Men Spiritual Advance - November 6-8 
The Virginia Conference United Methodist Men 2015 Spiritual Advance will be Friday-Sunday, November 

6-8, at Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone. The annual event will feature the Rev. Dr. 

Clarence R. Brown, senior pastor of Annandale UMC (Alexandria District), who will preach a series of four 

messages on Men Making a Difference. More ... 

 

♦ School for Children’s Ministries - November 7 
The School for Children’s Ministries is on the road again offering the same school at four different locations 

on four different dates. The final event this year will be 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 7, at Good 

Shepherd UMC, 14999 Birchdale Ave., Dale City. Learn "Extraordinary Lessons from Ordinary Objects" 

plus three more workshops. A .5 CEU offered. Only $20 per person. More ... 

 

♦ UMVIM Team Leader Training  
United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) Team Leader Training is required for all first-time 

UMVIM team leaders, but all interested persons are welcome to attend whether leading a team or not. 

Training events are currently scheduled on Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. -3:30 p.m.: 

November 14, at Antioch UMC, 3489 South Hill Rd., Kenbridge.  

December 5, at Trinity UMC, 903 Forest Ave., Richmond.  

January 16, at Bethany UMC, 2772 Bethany Rd, Rustburg 

January 30, at Burke UMC, 6200 Burke Centre Pkwy, 

Burke 

A $55 registration fee, payable when you register, 

covers mandatory background check, team leader handbook 

from the Southeastern Jurisdiction and lunch. For more 

information, contact the conference office of Justice and 

Missional Excellence at 800-768-6040, ext. 139. Or contact 

Forrest White, Virginia Conference UMVIM coordinator, at 

(804) 938-1026  

 

https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vaumc.org%2fvideos&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fuser%2fvaumcvideos&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fvaumconf&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vaumc.org%2f5Talent&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vaumc.org%2fEvents%3fcid%3d3%26ceid%3d1298%26cerid%3d0%26cdt%3d11%252f6%252f2015&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vaumc.org%2fEvents%3fcid%3d3%26ceid%3d1276%26cerid%3d0%26cdt%3d11%252f7%252f2015&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
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November 1 and 8 are International Days of Prayer for Persecuted Church 
The first two Sundays in November are set aside as a time to speak out and pray for Christians who face 

persecution for their faith. "Remembering our persecuted sisters and brothers is always important and 

necessary," writes Bill Mefford of the United Methodist General Board of Church and Society. Click here to 

read commentary. Click here for worship resources from Discipleship Ministries. 

Chuck Knows Church: Jesus the Carpenter 
Jesus' earthly father, Joseph, was a carpenter (Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3). The 

Greek word is "Teckton" which means "builder." Is that all we know about Jesus' work 

before he was known as Jesus Christ? Chuck tries to explain on this episode of "Chuck 

Knows Church," an online series that explains the meaning behind some of the objects, 

symbols, terms and rituals in church. Episodes can be downloaded for free at 

www.ChuckKnowsChurch.com and used in worship, youth groups, fellowship groups, 

confirmation classes, worship teams, new member classes and late-night snack 

viewing. Chuck is on YouTube, Facebook and Twitter. "Chuck Knows Church" is 

produced by United Methodist Discipleship Ministries.  

UMC #GivingTuesday on December 1 to support Advance projects, missionaries 
On Tuesday, December 1, United Methodists will once again come together to support the work of Advance 

projects and missionaries on UMC #GivingTuesday. And once again, every gift made online through The 

Advance at www.umcmission.org/give on December 1 will be matched up to $1 million. This year consider 

creating your own team to support a project that is working in an area you care about, such as Hunger and 

Poverty, Education or Social Justice. For a complete list of projects you and your team can support, visit The 

Advance at www.umcmission.org/advance. Note: Donations made online starting at 12:01 a.m. CENTRAL 

TIME (1:01 a.m. Eastern Time) on Dec. 1 will be matched until the $1 million limit is reached.  

Faith organizations support criminal justice reform legislation 
Forty faith organizations supporting bipartisan criminal justice and sentencing reform legislation sent a letter 

to the Senate Judiciary Committee before a hearing on the legislation. The faith leaders said they believed 

the legislation "is an important step toward fixing the federal prison crisis." Click here to read letter. The 

Interfaith Criminal Justice Coalition organized the campaign, and the United Methodist General Board of 

Church and Society was among the organizations that supported the letter. Read Reuters story on hearing. 

 
 

Kneel to the Challenge  
I challenge you to covenant with me to pray for our General Conference. Let us pray God's will be 

done.  Join me in praying the Lord's Prayer at 9:00 p.m. each night 

until the General Conference ends on May 20, 2016.  

Blessings, Bob Parks, Farmville District Superintendent 

 

https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fclick.esp.umcom.org%2f%3fqs%3d4ff536ab258fab65d3f9d3efe8faa03c488a5102bba5fcc53f05e66c44ca9098849a45c66005b7a2&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fclick.esp.umcom.org%2f%3fqs%3d4ff536ab258fab6528339f27b01e0e35f6db6fb363aea7c3c48829791a70d1331700865a019f1c03&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chuckknowschurch.com%2f&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fuser%2fChuckKnowsChurch%3ffeature%3dwatch&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fChuckKnowsChurch&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2ftwitter.com%2fChuckKnows&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.umcmission.org%2fgive&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.umcmission.org%2fadvance&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fclick.esp.umcom.org%2f%3fqs%3d4ff536ab258fab6596a42bea01ebcb5782ad508ffb47874cf7f45ad8c0d0c8575e2d4d711ecd693e&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
https://vaumc.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fclick.esp.umcom.org%2f%3fqs%3d4ff536ab258fab653b47c42961436a59b92beb77ba3350d99a31ac4a27bc831806d4f74a74fc92a7&srcid=22632&srctid=1&erid=582983&trid=cba688c4-65d0-44eb-935e-b3d641086732
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  Condolences 
        Deepest sympathy is extended to the family of 

      Burton Leigh Drewry on October 22
nd

  

      
New Address 
Emma Lou and Anne Banfield:  1401 N. High Street, Franklin, VA  23851       Phone: 757-562-2309 

 

 

Health & Welfare Committee 
Reduce Your Risk of Falling 

Why do falls happen? A person is tired, weak or ill and not physically fit.  They may have problems 

seeing.  Medicines may cause weakness, sleepiness, confusion or dizziness.  Slippery or wet floors or 

stairs, obstructed pathways or darkness. 

How to reduce your risk of falling? Exercise regularly, exercise builds strength.  Prevent dehydration, 

dehydration can make it easier to lose your balance.  Have your eyes checked, make sure you do not 

have any eye problems or need a new prescription.  Talk to your doctor if your medicine makes you 

sleepy, light-headed, sluggish or confused.  Ask how to reduce these side effects or if you can take a 

different medicine. 

Take extra precautions. Turn on the lights when you enter a room, do not walk in the dark.  Make sure 

your pathway is clear.  Use handrails on staircases.  Sit in chairs that do not move and have arm rests to 

help you sit down and stand up.  Wear shoes that have firm, flat, non-slip soles, do not wear shoes that 

do not have backs on them.  Replace the tips on canes and walkers when they become worn. 

Make small changes to your home. Install timers, "clap-on" or motion sensors on your lights, use night 

lights in your bedroom, bathroom and the hallway leading to 

the bathroom.  Keep the floor and stairs clear of objects such 

as books, tools, papers, shoes and clothing.  Remove small 

area rugs and throw rugs that can slip,  rubber mats are a good 

replacement.  Put frequently used items in easy-to-reach 

places that do not require using a step stool.  Make sure your 

bed is easy to get in and out of.  Apply non-slip treads on 

stairs.  Apply non-slip decals or use a non-slip mat in the 

bathtub and shower, install grab bars near the toilet and the 

bathtub and shower.                                       Shirley Wetherbee  

 

Nov. 2   Donald Curtis 

Nov. 2   Sarah Hutson 

Nov. 2   Brian Siegle 

Nov. 3   Patricia Kidd 

Nov. 4   Maxine Crowder 

Nov. 4   Austin Graham 

Nov. 4   Sherri Tanner 

Nov. 4   Jeff Jacobs 

Nov. 6     Angie Calhoun 

Nov. 6     Brian Tanner 

Nov. 8     Nancy Merrel 

Nov. 8     Thomas Stapleton 

Nov. 9     Sandra Kinker 

Nov. 10   Jananne Mathison 

Nov. 13   Wayne Hudson 

Nov. 15   Jacob Newton 

Nov. 20   Lloyd Farnsworth 

Nov. 20   Jason Gill 

Nov. 21   Susan Niblett 

Nov. 22   Wayne Fussell 

Nov. 22   Bryant Pearce 

Nov. 23   Hope Walker 

Nov. 24   Mary Kay Wesson 

Nov. 25   James Kidd 

Nov. 25   Shirlene Vaughan 

Nov. 25   Jeremy Lambert 

Nov. 26   Vickie Ellington 

Nov. 26   Bob Maslen 

Nov. 27   Rick Carroll 

Nov. 27   Kate Ringo 

Nov. 30   Gavin Gwaltney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your birthday is missing, please notify the church office so we can add it to our records. 
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Upcoming Events 
   

Tue., Nov. 3  2:00 PM U.M. Women Circle at Charlene Gray’s 
Sun., Nov. 8           11 & 3 PM Heritage Sunday (covered dish luncheon) 
Tue., Nov. 10  7:00 PM Finance Committee meeting 
Nov., 12, 13, 14, 25   Picture Directory Portrait Appointments 
Sun., Nov. 15  8:00 AM U.M. Men’s Breakfast 
Sun., Nov. 15  6:00 PM Council on Ministries 
Sun., Nov. 15  7:00 PM Administrative Board 
Wed., Nov. 18    Newsletter Deadline (combined Dec. & Jan. issue) 
Sun., Nov. 22            12:15 PM Worship Committee meeting 
Tue., Nov. 24  7:00 PM Charge Conference at Providence UMC 
 
Tue., Dec. 1    Picture Directory Appointments 
Sun., Dec. 6  9:45 AM Birthday Party for Jesus 
Sun., Dec. 13            11:00 AM Children & Youth Christmas Play 
Tue., Dec. 15  7:00 PM Finance Committee meeting 
Sun., Dec. 20  5:00 PM Chancel Choir Cantata 
Thurs., Dec. 24 5:00 PM Candlelight Service 
 
Men’s Breakfast is now changed to third Sunday of each month at 8:00 a.m. 

                          Church Staff 

Rev. Brian Siegle  Pastor    

Jimmie Crowder, Jr. Music Director/Organist 

DeAnne Irving   Administrative Assistant  

Carolyn Black  Sexton 

 

 

Worship Services:  Sundays at  

8:45 a.m. (in the chapel) and 11:00 a.m. (in the sanctuary) 

Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 

 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

The Messenger 
South Hill United Methodist Church 

105 Franklin Street 

South Hill, Virginia 23970 

434-447-4761 

office@southhillumc.com 

pastor@southhillumc.com 

www.southhillumc.org 

 
 

  
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

South Hill United Methodist Church 
105 Franklin St. 

South Hill, VA 23970 
shumc@meckcom.net   434-447-4761 

www.southhillumc.org 

http://www.south/

